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To the Elders, Miniſters and Mern- 
' bers of the Baptized Churches 
throughout England and Wales. 


Beloved in our Lord ;, 


[: is a great Truth, that 4s we are not to | 


omit any thing, in the Solemn Worſhip of 
God that is of his Appointaent ; ſo we are 
not to admit any thing that is not of his Inſti- 
tution, under any pretence whatſoever to be intrus» 
ded upon us, But it is greatly tobe lamented that 
Kre isa proneneſs mProfeflors (except by Grace 
wented) to turn aſide fron this Holy Rule, ci- 
r through the. Infirmity of the Fleſh, or the De- 
ion of Infeftion; which through Tempration 
by meet withal in the World, whereof there 
U been and ſtill is, continually ſad Experience. 
[Inſtance whereof we have in the matter we 

£n0w to preſent to your ſerious Conſideration. 
When it pleaſed the Lord in Times paſt to in- 
ten fome gracious Holy Perſons in that great 
imanceof Baptiſm, as it was commanded by 
WLord and Saviour, and praftiſed by Him and 
4 s Apoſtles, and the Primitive Churches. And 
We -Fecretfore to caſt off Infants Sprinkling, which was 
FF upin the roont of ic as a Hurnane Invention, 
4. +8 were then alſo, on Scripture-Grounds, well 
and ſcriouſly conſidered, convinced that 
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the common way of praying to God, or praiſing 
- of God (in what wanner ſoever it were pertormed) 
by a compoſed Form (as uſually then was, and ſtill 
is the Cuſtom of many Proteſtants) was not of ' 
Divine Inſtitution, and therefore to be rejected, 
And accordingly it was in thoſe Days laid aſide by | 
the Baptized Churches, whom the Lord then gra- 
ciouſly and eminently owned by many ſignal To- 
kens of his Preſence among them. But now to 
our great Grief, ſome whoſe Duty and Place it 
was to have ſetled, and further to have eſtabliſhed { 
the Churches in that Work of Reformation,are de- 
clined from it,aſſerting (with Heaz and Confidence) {| 
that to ſing by a compoſed Form, with a whole 
Mulritude lifting up their Voices together, the lg- 
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ted with the Church-Members, is an Ordinance vj 
our Lord Jeſus; which they practiſe, and with vel 
ment Earneſtneſs are contending for : wherebyUl 
Peace and Edification of the Churches is hindre( 
and the Minds and Conſciences of many graci 
Souls perplexcd and intangled. By this they are 
only building again what hath been deſtroyedzY 
thereby alſo there. is plain IntroduCttion unto ak 
ther declining in Prayer, and others of the bi 
Ordinances of our Bleſſed Lord and Law-g} 
This common or popular way of Singing they : 
* with great endeavour are labouring to promote! 
all the Churches, by their publick pleading for1 
by Preaching and Printing in the defence of 
Arid therein they not only vehemently contracts 
and oppoſe whatever is preſented by any fromthe”; 
H-ly Scriptures, to deliver them or others from 


that Humane [nvention whick hath been fo m_ 6 
j | 


LS, 
VIC 
% © 


(5) | 4 
by the Churches aforeſaid ; but they alſo _” 
take a licentious Liberty to refleft upon them that 4 
would hinder their deſign in this matter; . not only 
} moſtfallly aſperſing them, but alfo uttering a moſt 
falſe Accuſation and Slander againſt the Baptized 
| Churches in their firſt gathering,laying that to their 
| Charge as a received Principle ovyned by them, 
which they had openly declared againſt to the 
whole World in their Confeſſion of Faith, which 
was in thoſe Days Printed and Publiſhed ; where- 

t by they ſtigmatize or brand them with the deepeſt 
| | By 

Hypocriſy that WR Mortals can be guilty of. 

- ew (which are matter of great Lamen- 
tation) are either evidently inſinuated, or plainly 
declared, jn a late printed Tract concerning Sing- 
ing, in anſwer to a ſmall Sheet publiſhed by Mr. R, 
Seed, which was intended chiefly for, and there- 
wrewritten by way of Epiſtle to that Church: to | 
nick he is related; which by ſome Friends that had | 
raſed it, was given alſo into the Hands of the 
mbers of other Churches ; wherein he only gives 
-underſtanding of what the Holy Scriptures 
18 concerning that Subject, without mentioning 
| relletling on any others that are of a contrary 
Id. Byt Mr. Keach, who is the chief Promoter 


Us Controverſy, ſo as to heighten it to a Con- 
Won, ſaid, It muſt be anſwered, and that he wonld 
Jwer it. And we do not queſtion on good grounds, | 
it that he and Mr. Wh5ne! (by his Inſtigation) + 
Joined together to contrive that Anſwer which they . 
+ Aaveprinted : Tho Mr. X each, as we are informed, | 
L2ay to ſome, that Mr. Wh. was not the Author 3 
hy It's very probable that he was not the prjn- at 
5 al, but Mr. X. expects to have the greateſt Ho-: Es 

5 A 3 nour "I 


(6) 
nour in due time of that Enterprize, as beigp the 
chiefeſt Contriyer of ir. But that their Book mighs 
paſs with the greater Applauſe and Credit, it isin | 
the beginnipg of it recommended by an Epiſtle azz ! 
yery ſober Anſwer, ſubſcribed with ſeveral Names 
at the Concluſion of it: Some of thoſe Perſons, | 
whoſe Names are there ſubſcribed, are ſuch as we | 
haveno Communion with, being ſuch as are called 
Free-willers (or Armizians) holding a falling away 
from true Grace : And ſome others whoſe Name, + 
are ſet down, have profeſled that they did not ſub- 
ſcribeit. And ſome that did give their conſent, 
fay, they had not done it, had 1t not been for Mr, 
Keach's Importunity : And one of the chief of 
them ſaith,that he neyer ſaw the Epiſtle till after it 
was printed, to which his Hand was ſubſcribed, 
So that it's uſhered in with a groſs Forgery in tt 
eginning of it, as it iscarried on with unchriſtia 
Refle&ions and falſe Accuſations, which certain 
cannot conſiſt with Chriſtian Sobriety or comme 
Honeſty,whateyer may be pretended.But Mr.& 
who knows how to take Refined Gold out of at 
ther Man's Mine or Lines, made ready to 
Hand, and preſent it as his own finding, tho tot 
great prejudice of him whoſe indeed it was, 
know alſo how to take the Liberty to ſubſcribe 
ther Perſons Names, tho without their Conle 
The ſerious Conſideration of theſe Things, as the 
have been matter of Trouble and Sorrow to Us, 6 
hey have engaged ſome of us, who have hithe 
n ſilent as to theſe things, now to appear for tie 
Truth of our Lord againſt ſuch Innovations. Ang 
therefore to endeavour that the Churches * 
not be abuſed, nor their Members deceived by .' | 
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Artifices as theſe are. We do a” —_ to an- 
every ſeeming Argument and carping Cavil, 
pu] notice of every unſeeming Refleftion 
1 contained in that printed Book of theirs : But ſhall 
chiefly inſiſt on the main Pillars of their pretended 
\ Reaſons,for that ſort of Singing which they would 
wade the Churches to entertain as an Ordi- 
| nanceof our Lord and Sayijour : For if the Fonn- 
dation fajl, the Building eannot ſtand. And we ſhall 
- | retorna Reply to ſome of the moſt groſs, moſt 
e falſe and rlewdut Accuſations and Refkefions that 


are therein ſo boldly vented ; and ſhall leave It 
with you in the fear of the Lord diligently and ſe- 
riouſly to confider, and to fearch the Soriptures, 
waiting for the Spirit of Truth tolead you into this 
as well as into all other Truths,that either concern 
your moſt Holy Faith or Praftice, whereby you 
hay be preſerved from turning aſide to thoſe Hu- 
ty * ; 
heTraditions,from which you have been delive- 
6, which wedefire and pray that the Lord may 
els 5 you for theſe gracious Ends before- 


Dat which we ſhall endeavour (with as much 
ingeſs and brevity as the matter will bear) to lay 
t or are theſe following Particulars. 

» We ſhall detet and anſwer to ſome of 
ſe falſe RefleRions and Accuſations caſt upon us 
kd the Baptized Churches, which are contain'd in 
i, vinxel's Epiſtle, and in the Book it ſelf. 
Secondly, We ſhall manifeſt the weakneſs of the 

F Foundation on which they build their PraRtice of 
7 common or popular Singing, which will be appa- 


( 
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Enquiries, 
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rent by an Impartial Examination of theſe follow- © 
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1- Whether Singing to the Praiſe of God, accox. 
ding to the Phraſe or Expreſſion of it in the 
Scriptures, be to be reſtrained, or only is tobeun. 
deritood of uttering the Praiſe due to the mob | 
High God by a Muſical melodious Modulation, or 
tuning of the Voice,as they are pleaſed to deſcribeit, 

2. Whether Singing to the Praiſe of God, (ac- 
cording to the direCtion given us by pur Lord inthe 
New Teſtament) is to be performed by a compoſed 
ſtinted Form, by a whole mixt Multitude, with the + 
Church-Members in the ſolemn Aſſembly of the 
Church, lifting up their Voices together in Conſort, 

3- Whether thoſe Scriptures,Col.3.16.Eph.x,19, 
do command or juſtify ſuch a ſort of popular Sing- 
ing in or by the Church as aforeſaid, which they fo 
earneſtly contend for. | 

4. Whether that Hymn ſpoken of, at. 26.30. 
and Mark 14.26. or the Hymning, or (aviti 
tranſlated) the Singing the Praiſe of God by 
and Silas, Afs 16.25. do further juſtify 
Practice which they plead for. And, 

Firſt, Concerning their RefleCtions on us, or. 
cuſations againſt us ; we find Mr. Whirmel 1n 
ting in the beginning of þis Epiſtle, as if C 
not Conſcience, did hinder vs from joiping 
them in their way of Singing. | 

To which we anſwer; Firſt, That it isa 
unbecoming Cenſure,in which there is not thel 
Grain of Truth or Charity exerciſed by him : T8 
fame raſh and unjuſt Judgment may as well beg 
yen againſt him and others, for not conforming to 
the Common Prayer or the Liturgy of the Chorch 
of England, by thoſe that are zealous for it: which 

we ſuppoſe he would reckon to be a yery falſe and 
= 2 yery vncharitable Ceniore. Te 
6 V4 Exe 
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Secondly, We do declare to him and to all Men, 

That the Lord knows it is not Cuſtom, or a 
long diſuſe or negle& of it,that makes us averſe to 
| -thatPrattice of theirs; But Judgment and Conſcj- 
ence, knowing on a deliberate and ſerious Conſide- 
ration, that it hath no more Foundation from any 
Precept or Example of our Lord Jeſus or his Apo- 
files to warrant it,than common ſer Form of Prayer 
bath. In which we are the more confirmed by the 
weakneſs of the Arguments, which by them and o- 
'  thers are produced for the Juſtification of it. 
| But Secondly, He doth poſitively affirm in that 
Epiſtle, ** That they had no mind to have pub- 
4 liſhed their Thoughts to the World, or to have 
© troubled the Churches with any Diſſertations a- 
&% bout it; but endeavoured to have a Friendly 
+ Debate with their Brethren who were conven'd 
* toconſult the Churches Welfare : But that their 
endeavours therein were obſtructed by the Op- 
poſers ( viz. of that common way of Singing. ) 
And that ſoon after ſome of them from an im- 
prudent Zeal, not only openly oppoſed it, but 
took to themſelves a lawleſs Liberty to calumni- 
ate "_ wha endeavoured the reſtoration of 
tz &c, 
. To all this bold Calumny we anſwer, 
at we believe he cannot prove any part of it to 
true: It 1s a very falſe SuggeCtion, which is ut- 
either from a falſe Information or great For- 
getfulneſs, or fram a ſinful Contrivance. 

For firſt ; Whereas he ſaith, they had no mind - 
to have publiſh'd their Thoughts abour ir, &c. 
but that they were obſtructed in their Deſires and 
Attempts to haye a friendly Debate, &c. We 
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reply ; What was the reaſon that before any Per- 
ſon, that was contrary-minded to that Praftice of 
theirs, had ſaid or printed any thing publickly a- 
gainſt it, that this Opinion of theirs concerning 
Singing, was preach'd up, and frequently and vehe- 
mently preſt byſeveral of them in variety of Aſſem. 
blies; and allerted in Print, to the view of all Men, 
by Mr. Keach, in his Treatiſe call d Gold Refin'd,and 
In his great Book of Scripture Tropes and Me- 
taphors; and by Mr. Z.C. in a ſele& Treatiſe on 
that Subject, though with more Sobriety than any | 
we have ſeen ſince, that hath been publiſhed on 
that Controverſy by any of them ? Had they no 
mind to publiſh their Diſſertations about it ? Was 
their pubiick Preaching and publick Printing for 
it, againſt their Minds ; which was done by them 
before any Perſon did openly contradict them in 
it? Who can believe it? And all this before there 
was any motion or mention of a friendly Debab 
_ about it that we know of ; netther as yet, don 
know of any ſuch Motion ſeriouſly made, exce] 
it were for a Liberty to introduce it by a maj 
Vore in a Church of Chrit, &c. which was kc 
after they had endeavoured to promote it by the 
Endeavyours aforeſaid, If we were blame-wort 
in this matter, it was in being fo long filent, whe 
by they took the opportunity to leaven ſo mat 
honeſt Souls, and to beguile ſo many Churches (1 
their Number be ſo many as they boaſt of) witl 
this irregular DoCtrine and Practice; hereby it was" 
that to ſuch a heigth of Confidence Mr. Keach was 
. come, (who makes Breaches more than he repairs 
* any) that when one did but once preach on that 

Subject of Singing in the Church co which he be- 
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longs 0n a Lord*s Day, far enough off from Mr, 
Keach's Congregation z becauſe he did it not ac» 
cording to his Sentiments, he coming the next day 
or ſhortly after, in much affection to viſit him, 
Mr. Keach (having heard of his Preaching, as be- 
| foremention'd) immediately falls upon him,as ſoon 
2s ever he came into Mr. Keach's Houſe, with a 
moſt ſevere and very uncivil paſſionate Reprimand, 
for daring to preach after that manner, contrary 
\| to his Judgment ; as if he had the preheminence 0+ 
ver all But when Mr. 4arlow did but endeavour 
to manifeſt the Weakneſs of Mr. Keach's Argu- 
ments for common Singing, which he ppblickly de- 
livered in his Mecting-houſe, not on a Lord's Day, 
but on a ſeleCt leiſure-Time when he was like to 
have the Company of many Perſons of ſeveral 
Chprches, a Time ſet apart yearly by him to 
h up that with other DoCtrines, on purpoſe 
triv'd to influence all the Churches (eſpecially 
the City) with that Will-worſhip or PraCtice, 
what a Clamoyr and Exclamation is therg 
againſt Mr. 21. for it, by him and others of 
ſame Perſwaſion with him ! $0 that it plainly 
3 they had not a mind to be ſilent, as Mr. 
 falfly ſuggeſts they had, but to publiſh all they 
y by all manner of ways, far the propagating 
this Opinion z and to controul all with a high 
ious Hand, that ſhould ſtand in their way, or 
& any contradiction to their Deſign. They had 
F120 mind to have their Arguments examined 
Fiey would indeed have none to ſpeak but them- 
68. 


| Secondly ; Whereas he Caith they deſired a 
iriendly Debate with their Brethreo, but were | 
| SE ob- 
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obſiruted by the Oppoſers, &c. In this alſo we 
muſt charitably reckon, that he is very forgetfy]. 
For he was preſent at the General-Meeting of the 
Meſſengers, when he with others of them, were 
proffer'd a time for a friendly Conference on that 
Subject whenever they would deſire it, Only it 
was by the unanimous Conſent of the whole AC- 
ſembly agreed, that it was not expedient to haye 
the Controverſy argued among them at that time, 
becauſe it would unavoidably obſtrut them in \ 
the Buſineſs they came about, which was for the 
general Good of all the Churches. Indeed at the 
laſt General Meeting, Mr. Whinnel did craftily and 
ſurreptitiouſly, in Combination with others, on the 
laſt Day of that Aſſembly, when the moſt part of 
the Country-Meſſengers were gone home,and ma- 
ny of the Meſſengers of the Churches in the City 
abſent, a Time intended only for them that re 
mained, to put in order what had been agreed or 
in the former days of their Aſſembling, that 
might be preſented to the Churches ; then did 
preſent ſomething to be debated concerning Pe 
ons retaining their Communion with a Churg 
whereof they were Members, though the Pract 
of common Singing were, contrary to their Cc 
clared Judgments and Conſciences, ſet up in 
Which being then ſo unſeaſonably preſented in tl 
Abſence of the greater part of the Aſſembly, ! 
was witnelled againſt by many then preſent, 2 
that which was not fit to be debated at that time 
it ſavouring more of a politick Contrivance than of 
Honeſty and Candor, So that we are confident he 
eannot produce any time wherein a Debate of 
_ the Matter in difference, was obſtructed or _ 
pou 
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ſed, when there was a conyenient opportunity 
r1t. 

"Laſtly: Whereas he accuſeth thoſe that differ 
from him in this matter, for taking a lawleſs Li- 
berty to calumniate Perſons with their Way of 
Singing We anſwer z We know not, nor ever 
heard of any that did take ſuch a ſinful Liberty to 
calumniate any on that account : 1t mult he at 
their own doors. For when Mr. /farlow printed 
\| his firſt little Tract about Singing, 1n anſwer to 
what Mr. Keach had publickly preach'd for the + 
proof of it, at the time aforeſaid, forthwith four 
or five of them appear in Print againſt him with 
great Vehemency and Zeal, though with very weak 
Arguments ; and ſome of them with many bitter 
and untoward Refleftious. Mr. Keach falls upon 
bim in @ publick Houſe with great Paſſion, with- 
any 'Provocation given him by Mr. Aarlow, 
pt his anſwering his Arguments for common 
ging. One Sheet among the reſt was printed 
publiſhed by Perſons that would not, or were 
z to write their Names at length, which 
a piece, as we may call it, of Raillery, where 
ewas little elſe but the uncivil Abuſing of Mr. 
winch to render him the more infamous, was 
lickly tendered to Perſons in ſome of- the 

plzed Churches in the City of London. 
Which if Mr. X. was not the Inſtigator and 
[triver, yet tit is well known that he did pro- 
mote the Publiſhing of it. But we need go no fur- 
ther than the peruſal of this Book, printed in an- 
Inerto Mr. Steed. Surely it laid upon them no 
neceſſity to anſwer it, as (yr. Wh. would ſuggelt. 
For he wrig it for the Church to which be belongs : 
They 
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They cannot fay he calumniated or refleted yp- 
on any of thein, or medled with any of their 
Books. And the leſs need had they to write, if 
it be true, or that they believe what they ſay (pay. 
3.) of their Reply, That all his Arguments were 
fully anſwered in their former Books before that 
Epiſtle was printed. Why then if it were ſo, they 
nceded but to refer him and others to thoſe Books, 
and fet down the Pages where thoſe Anſwers were 
to be found, and never have troubled themſelves to 
write, or Others to read their necdleſs and tedious 
Repetitions. But what, was it a Crime in their 
Eyes, that the Members of other Churches had the 
fight of it ? Muſt nothing be ſeen or read by others 
but what they will allow of, without ſuſtaining the 
penalty of their Cofttradiction, RefleCtion and Ca- 
lumny ? He gave no publick notice of it in an Ob- 
ſervator for the whole Nation to know it? B 
if they did think in conſcience they muſt an 
his Arguments, could it not be done without f 
natoward Refleftions and Accuſations ? Ther 
ſcarce a Leaf wherein there be not ſome unt 
ward Slurs or other inſerted. Sometimes 
rendred by them a Promoter of Enthuſiaſm 
the Notions of the Seekers, or an Upholder of 
Way of the @xakers, with other ſuch like In 
Qives. Some of their Expreſſions feem more li 
inſavoury Jears and Scoffs than a ſober Repl 
though interlerded with the Titles of Honor 
and Dear Brother, which may be inſerted 97 
covering for their uncivil treating of him, of 95 
Qi] upon the Sacrifice to make the Fire of their [1- 
dignation to pierce the deeper. But what do ſach 


cauſleſs RefleCtions, or fiich groundleſs Aceuſati? 
ON 
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e for ? certainly, for nothing but Exaſpe- 
_—_ to manifeſt unmortif*d Pride and Paſ- 
Gon. The Lord grant that if Mr. Th. Wh., or 
Mr. K. print any more Epiſtles or Books, they may 
t on more Sobriety, Truth and Candor, than 
they have in this : Which, we mention, be- 
cauſe he and Mr. Keach in that Book, do threaten 
and boaſt that they will examine or anſwer every 
Treatiſe that ſhall come out to hinder their Delign 
in this matter. Which Threitning of theirs we 
truſt, by the Grace of God, will quicken us to be ſo 
much the more diligent to defend the Truth of 
Chriſt in this matter z and not to give the leaſt 
place to them in this Controverſy by ſilence, as we 
have formerly done. For as we are bold to ſay, 
that Mr. Whine! hath moſt fallly accuſed us, to ſay 
that any, of us have taken a lawleſs Liberty to ca- 
umaiate Perſons that would endeavour to ſet up 
is ſort of Singing in the Churches : So we do 
boldly, in the fear of the Lord, declare that the 
ay of common Singing, which they contend for, 
iter the Rudiments of the World, after the 
ditions of Men, but not aftes Chriſt. Ir is 
rlawleſs Liberty they take thus to accuſe and 
eſent us without cauſe, in this Epiſtle 2nd the 
that hath neceſlitated us for Truth's ſake, that 


ch things concerning ſome of them, which other- 
ſe we ſhould have buried in oblivien. 

But it was not enough,it ſeems.that we ſhonld be 
thusſcandaloully repreſented by Mr. Ih..in the E- 
piltle, that did nor. give a ſuſficient vent to their 
Indignation, when we look into the Bovk, where. 
"6 Might expect nothing but Anſwers ro hisArgu- 
mentss 


ay not ſuffer by ſuch falſe Reports, to declare , 
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ments, there alſo (as we ſaid before) we muſt 
be exerciſed with the reading their needleſs, cauſe. t 
le Refleftions on Mr. Steed; and with their moſt 
falſe ſlandering of the Baptized Churches in their 


firſt gathering. We ſhall fay little to their taunt- tl 
ing Refle&ions againſt him, or their imperioug li 
treating of him, in their Anſwer to him : Only be 


whereas they impertinently ſay, that Mr. Knowles 
preach'd up the Singing they plead for in the al 
Forenoon, and that he preach'd againſt it in the \ {c 
Afternoon : We, upon enquiry of the Members of 
that Church (that were preſent at that time in the 
Aſſembly) find it to be utterly falſe, a meer [n- 1 
vention put into the Head of fome unwary Perſon 
to vent, which Mr. Wh. and Mr. Xeach preedily 
take up to proclaim without Modeſty, Sobriety 
or Verity; on which we may with great cauſe 
uſe their own exclaiming Expreſſion, Sad Caſe ! 
But it is not with Mr. Steed only thar they thr 
deal; but they exhibit a very grievous and a ve 
falſe Charge againſt thoſe of the ſame Profeſlia 
that were more ancient 11 1t than the Authors 
chis Reply, who'vent this Scandal, or any of thy 
that by their Epiſtle have commended the {: 
When thoſe ancient Brethren were convincec 
their duty, That Believers,upon Confeſſion of the 
Faith, were the only Subjects of Baptiſm, and: 
cordingly; fate down together in Communion 
a Congregation or Church of Chriſt ; and mar 
in the Nation began to enquire into the truth 
thereof, they mer with many harſh Cenſures and 
falſe Charges caſt upon them'to make the Truth 
of Chriſt contemptible, (viz.) That they were . 


corrupt in the Dottrines of the Goſpel _ 
they 


\ 
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they denied Subjection to Magiſtates ; that they 
held; that to maintain Miniſters was Antichriſti- 
an, &c;- They to clear themſelves, and to. take off 
thoſe falſe Charges, did think it their duty to pub- 
liſh to the Nation a Confeſſion of their Faith-; 
which when drawn up, was read 1n the Churches, 
being then ſeven in number ; and conſented to by 
all the Members, not one diſſenting, and ſub- | 
{cribed by two of each Church in the name of the k 
reſt, Which Confeſſion of Faith was five times +a 
| printed in that year 1644, and from that, to the 
year 1651, without the leaſt alteration of any one 
Article of what was firſt printed : which Confeſſi- 
on gave ſuch general Satisfaftion to molt Chriſti- 
ans of all ſorts of differing Perſwaſions from us, 
that it took off from many that Prejudice and Of- 
nce that was formerly taken by them againſt our 
ofeſſion. . What the Judgment of thoſe Churches 
their firſt Conſtitution, was, concerning the 
ntenance of Miniſters, may be- ſeen in the 
Article, in theſe words, We do believe that the 
aintenance of Minifters ſhould be the free and 
ary Communication of the Church : That ac- 
g to Chriſt's Orainavce, they that preach the 
[, ſhould live on the Goſpel, &c, Avd accord- 
y did then, and we have ever ſince made it 
Practice, as a Duty required of all the Mem- 
$ of the Church that are able to. give. True it 
that our Churches ſince the firſt, have not been 
lled with many of them rhat have the Riches of 
this World, (the Poor receive the Gofpel.) But 
this we can ſay with comfort, and appeil to the 
Lord herein, That according tg our Abiliti.<, we 
have even to the Maintenance of ou Vinters 5 
9 have any had any jult caule to complain ro 
the 


-- 
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the contraty (that we know of); although it hath 
been, and 1s our trouble, that we have not been 
able to make ſo great a Proviſion for them as we 
deſire. Herein we would be underſtood in this, 
that we now allert concerning the Churches, that 
we mean principally as they were in the beginning : 
And we do find, to our great Grief, that which 
was then falſly charg'd upon us by thoſe that did 
not know us, is now as falſly (with a far greater 
Aggravation of their Sin) charg'd upon us by 
ſome of us, who might have ſatisfied themſelves, 
had they peruſed our Confeſſion of Faith. But 
either they were willingly ignorant, or negligent 
in enquiring, but reſolv'd to calumniate ; and 
therefore in the 9th Page of the ſaid Book, they 
charge us with the ſame things, in theſe words, 
« It is a Queſtion whether the ſaid Baptizec 
& Churches in thoſe times, did not as unanimon 
«© conclude and declare too, that for a Goſpel-M 
© niſtry to have a yearly Allowance, or a comp 
©« tent Maintenance, was a humane Inventior 
& Anti-chriſtian. We ſpeak (ſay they) ing 
& upon our own Knowledg, and by good Ir 
&« mation we have had from others. 

To this Charge we anſwer, That nothing 
be more falſly aſlerted, or more {landerouſly r 
red : For if this their Charge have the leaſt 
dow of Truth againſt the Baptized Church 
their firſt beginning here in England; they mul 
needs be the grolleſt ſort of Hypocrites, in pre 
feſling the contrary by their Profeſſion of Faith, 
and yct believing and praiſing quite otherwiſe to 
what they ſolembly profeſſed as their Faith 1n 
that matter. And we believe they cannot g1ve 


one true Initance that any Church of the w 
[ 
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tiſts, that are ſound in the Faith, ever did in the 
leaſt conclude or declare againſt a competent 
Maintenance for a Goſpel-Miniſtry, as a humane 
Invention or Anti-chriſtian, ſince the vimes. 
To conclude, as to this matter concerning their 
unworthy Refleftions and f'ſe Accuſstiuns, (tho 
we might inſtance in mor: :* one ſt or other 
in that Book) we muſt dcciu... that we do won- 
der that any Perſons, profeſling P:cty. mou!d com- 
mend that Book as a ſober Dit unr'z, - i out any 
Limitation or Exception, againii 1c: 4rots and 
fulſom Slanders, which with ſo much Conidence 
are delivered, whatever their Judgments be con- 
cerning the Controverſy about Singing. Moreo- 
yer, We hope the Baptized Churches, their El- 
ers, Miniſters and Members, do hereby, at leaſt, 
great cauſe to ſuſpect, and to be very cautious 
believing that Spirit that would perſwade them 
he way of common or popular Singing, which 
d make way for its Entertainment, by ſuch 
rious Falſhoods and abominable Slanders, 
were certainly deviſed by the Father of 
thereby to offend or ſtumble the Weak, tho 
iſe honeſt and well-meaning. 
ving now anſwered to ſome of their unrigh- 
and ſcandalous Refleftions, we ſhall endea- 
(as the Lord ſhall enable us) to manifeſt the 
eakneſs of the main Pillars of their Aſſertion con- 
ing the Singing before mention'd : For we 
ll not ſpend our time to anſwer every Particu- 
lar in that Treatiſe, (the Weakneſs whereof is 
molt evident to any that will but take any ſerious 


notice of it) it would be very tireſom and altoge- 
ther needle, : IE 7 ORY Gai 
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Firſt then, we ſhall enquire whether Singing to 
the Praiſe of God, according to the Exprellion of þ 
it in the Holy Scriptures, be to be reſtrained, or is 
only meant of declaring thoſe Praiſes by a Muſical 
Melodious tunable Voice. 
To which we anſwer, That Singing or Uttering 
the Praiſe of God, are convertible Terms, ac- 
_ cording to the Language of the Holy Scriptures : 
” As for inſtance, Carr. 2. 12. The time of the ſinging | 
fon 16.IFof Birds is come, &c. that, as able Interpreters tell 
$a? us, is meant, that a Rejoicing or Prailing-time is 
7)" come. Deut. 32. 44. 4nd Moſes ſpake all the words 
of that Song unto the People ;, and in v. 43. it's ſaid, 
Rejoice, O ye Nations, with his People : which is elſe- 
where called Singing, and ſometimes Shouting, 
Doubtleſs there was never a greater Song of Prai 
uttered to the Honour of Chriſt, than that Zu 
19. 37, 38. when the Diſciples rejoiced and pr; 
ſed God for all the mighty Works which they | 
ſeen ;, Saying, not Singing, Bleſſed be be that co 
in the Name of the Lord : Peace in Heaven, and ( 
in the High:ſt, That Mulick uttered by them 
their Voices, made more Meiody than any cot 
ſed Songs that can be ſang in Metre. And a 
Caryl tells us upon that Scripture, It was Muſic 
Phariſees did not like, but would have them 
ked for ſo doing. 

Ovj. It is indeed frequently and earneſtly plead 
by the Authors of thet Book, T hat Singing or v0! 
bears that Acceptation of a Muſical Melody witl 
the Voice amoneglt all Mankind. 

Anſ», To which we anſwcr, That if it hati 
pleaſed the Spirit of the Lord in the Holy ScTP- |} 
tures, to make uſe of thoſe words in another ſcnle, 


what have we to ſay to it, or dare any that Ul | 
cruly 
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50us to contradict it ? That Singing is in 


my Teſtament as well as in the New, uſed in 


| 3 Metaphorical Senſe, is apparent : As where 


:no to the Praiſe of God is aſcribed to ina- 
NT catires as well as to others. Sce Pal. 
65. 13. Iſa. 49. 13. Fer. 12. S0 Job 38. 7. if we 
rake the Morning-Stars for the Angels, as ſome do, 
they need not the faculty of Specch ; or, as others, 
take the words for the whole Creation in their 
reſpeftive Kinds 3 then the word Sing mult be ta- 
ken figuratively, even for their Pratling their 
| Great Creator by ways ſutable to their leveral 
| Natures; however, a Suppolition-to the contrary 
| would behighly ridiculous. So in like manner in 
' the New Teſtament; as for inſtance, 1 Cor. 14. 
15. where it appears, that Singing and giving of 
Thanks be convertible Terms. But eſpecially we 
efire it may be conſidered ſeriouſly what may be 
je meaning of the Mind of God 1n that Scripture, 
p. 2, 12, I will declare thy Name unto my Bre- 
n; in the midt of the Congregation will I ſing 
iſe to thee, This Text was a Prophecy of Chriſt 
faviour, quoted from Pſal. 22. 22. - For the 0- 
ig of which, we ſhall repeat the Expoſition 
the excellent Pcrſon Dr. Owen gives of it, 
dlloweth ; 

Firſt, Wha» Chriſt will moreover do; He 

ul ſing Praiſes unto God. And, 

* Secondly, Where he will do it ; In the midſt of 

the Congregation. 

p * The Expreſlion of both theſe is accommo- 
dated to the Declaration of God's Name, and 

* and Praiſing of him in the Temple, The ſinging of 

* Hyms of Praiſe unto God in the Congre- 

SI Gi great Congre 
gation, was ther a principal part of his Worthir. 

| B 3 « And 
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« And in the firſt Expreſſion, two Things are 
« obſervable ; (1.) What Chriſt undertakes to 
& do, that is, to praiſe God, Now this is on! 
* Exegetical of what went before. He would waik 
& God by declaring bu. Name. There is no way 
& whereby the Praiſe of God may be celebrated, 
& like that of declaring his Grace, Goodneſs, and 
* Love unte Men, &c.— (2.) The Chearful- 
© neſs and Aacrity of the Spirit of Chriſt in this 
* Work, he would doit as with Joy and Singing; 
** with ſuch a frame of Heart, as was required in ', 
« them, who were to ſing the Praiſes of God in the 
« great Aſſemblies in the Temple. (3.) Where | 
* would he do this, 97PÞ pMNA, in the midſt of the | 
© Congr-7.::10x; the great Congregationzas he calls | 
&« it, v.25. _ -* 15, the great Aſlembly of the People 
& in the Teinpic. And this was a Type of the 
& whole Church of the Ele& under the New Teſt 
© zient, The Lord Chriſt in his own Perſon, b 
& bu ©arit, mw 9 Apoſtles, and his Word, by all 
* Meliengers uato the end of the World, ſtti 
« forth the Love, Grace, Goodneſs and Merc 
© God in him the Mediator, ſets forth the Pras 
© God in the midſt of the Congregation. I ſhall 
* add, that whereas ſinging of Hymns nnto Go 
** an eſpecial part of the inſtitured Worſhip 
<« der the Old Teſtament, to whoſe Ute theſe 
« preſlions are accommodated ; it is evident 
* the Lord Chriſt hath eminently ſet forth 
« Praiſe of God in his Inſtitution of Worſhip U 
** der the New Teſtament, wherein God will eve 
* beglorified and praiſed. This was that which 
< the Lord Chriſt engaged to do upon the Iſſue of 
** his Sufferings ; and we may propoſe it untoour * 


i» Example and Inſtruftion. Thus Dr. _ | 
- 4 t a 


that Text, Pag. 256- And again on the ſame 
Text, Pag. 258. © Moreover, the Lord Chriſt 
| &« by declaring, that he will ſer forth the Praiſe of 
« Godin the Church, manifeſts what is the Duty 
« of the Church it ſelf 3 namely, to praiſe God for 
« the Work of his Love and Grace, in our Re- 
« demption by Chriſt Jeſus. This he promiſeth 
« to go before them in ; and what he leads them 
« unto, is by them to be perſiſted in. This is 10- 
« deed the very end of gathering the Church, and 
| * of all the Duties that are performed therein, 
& 2nd thereby. The Church is called unto the 
&« Glory of the Grace of God, Eph. 1. 6. that it may 
| * beſet forth in them, and by them. This is the 
« end of the Inſtitution of all Ordinances of Wor- 
« ſhip in the Church, Eph. 3. 8,9,10. and in them 
« they ſet forth the Praiſes of God unto Men and 
Angels; this is the Tendency of Prayer, the 
Work of Faith, and the Fruit of Obeajence. It 
is2 fond Imagination which ſome have fallen 
pon, that God is not prasſed in the Church for 
& Work of Redemption, unleſs it be done by 
ords and Hymns particularly expreſling it. All 
aying, all Preaching, all Adminiſtration of 
dinances, all our Faith, all our Obedience if 
dered aright, are nothing but giving Glory to 
od, for his Love and Grace in Chriſt Jeſus in 
due and acceptable manner. And this is that 
which ought to be in our Deſign in all our 
Worſhip of God ; eſpecially in what we per- 
* form in the Church. To ſer forth bis Praiſe, to 
- declare his Name, to give Glory to kim by be- 
lieving, and the Profeſſion of our Faith, -is the 
" end of all we do. Thus we have the Teſtimo- 
ny of that worthy Perſon, that Singing to thz 
B 4 Prailz 
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Praiſe of God, is not to be reſtrained, according to 
the Scripture, to a Muſical, Melodious, Tunzahle 
Voice. 

Bur further, we judg it worthy to be obſerved, 
and ſ{criouſly conſidered, the Mind of God con- 
cerning that Singing mention'd, Rev. 14. 2, 3. 
T heard a Voice from Heaven, as a Voite of many 
Waters, &c. and they ſung 44 it were a new Song be- 
fore the Throne, &C. 

Vote ;, Firſt, is could not be a Song prepar'd in 
Meeter, or any of the Songs mention'd in the Old 
Teſtament. Becauſe, 

Secondly, It was a Song they only could learn | 
that were redeemed from the Earth. | 

Thirdly, This they did with Harpers harping : 
The Meaning of which, as Learned Forbes tells us, 
was the Hearts of the Redeemed Ones. 

Fourthly, The Matter and Subſtance is th 
exprelled : And Learned Meade, by this Song, t 
us, the whole Myſtery of Evangelical Worſhi 
in it contained. And Brightman on Rev. 1 
teils us, that Drufiz* on that Place ſaith, the 
called the Harps of God, becauſe God fe 
the Joy of his Spirit 1nto their Hearts, wher 
they may be able to give God his due Praiſe. 
by this Song of the Lamb, ſaith Brightman, is 
that whereof mention was made, Rev. 14. 3.W 
in they do magnify God the Father for the G 
of their Adoption in Chriſt. The Joy of t 
Heart 13 called a Song by a Metonymy, the effe 
ariſeth out of Faith in the Righteouſneſs of Chrilt, 
whereby we feel the fatherly Love wherewlth 
God doth imbrace us; which Song hath becn al- 
ways ſung by the Saints in all Ages. 


© 
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| ©& that whereas they tell us, where-ever Singing 
:- mention?d in Scripture, it muſt be underſtood 
| witha tunable Voice, it appears they did not con- 
rl ſider theſe and ſuch like Scriptures. We ſhall on- 
ly mention one more, Fob 29. 13. / cauſed the Wi- 
dow's Heart to ſing for joy;, whereby it appears there 
is Heart-ſinging as well as by Expreſſion in Meeter 
with the Tongue. In which Text, it appears that 
Joy and Singing are convertible Terms. 
| From all which, and many other Scriptures that 
might be quoted or alledged, it evidently appears, 
that Singing to the Praiſe of God is not to be re- 
| firained toa melodious tunable Voice, in the direct 
| fated folemn Praiſing of God in his Church : 
And that there are Praiſes ſung to God (in the 
Language of the Scripture) in Praying and Pral- 
ſing, and in all the Adminciſtration of Holy Ordi- 
nances, when there is no tunable or muſical Voice 
eard among them ; as appears from what hath 
n mention'd from Heb. 2. 12. Which we ſhall 
ther make evident by theſe following Conti- 
ations. 
rſt, We may conclude it tobe a certain Truth, 
t no ſober Perſon will deny that the Gifts of 
Holy Spirit, wherewith our Bleſſed Lord fur- 
d his Church upon his Aſcenſion, to be com- 
eat and ſufficient for the fitting of his People 
to every good Word and Work, for every part 
f his Worſhip; Epb. 4.8, 11, 12, 13. yet there 
we find no Singing-Maſters appointed ; which 
would haye been abſolutely necelfary, if muſical or 
tunable Singing with the Voice, was a Goſpel- 
Ordinance. The Old-Teſtament-Church had 
ſuch as taught to ſing Praiſe, 1 Chr, 25. 7. 2 Chr. 
25-13» Which if the New- Teftament-Church had 
craig 
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needed, we may reaſonably judg or conclude ſhe 
ſhould have had them to a higher Degree than 
the former. For the Worſhip preſcribed in the | 
Goſpel, ought to exceed that under the Law; {| 
therefore if Muſical Singing b- that which is now 
required, then the beſt Voices in Singing do moſt 
acceptably perform that Duty to God, at leaſt in 
the outward part of it : and therefore it would he 
abſolutely neceſſary that all Chriſtians, both Men 
and Women, ſhould learn from ſuch as can teach 
them, to elevate their Voices and Tunes in the | 
higheſt Strain : Seeing they cal! this an Ordi. 
nance of the New Teſtament, anc! that no other 
can be called Singing, though Perſons with acyer 
ſo great a Senſe of the Majeſty of God. and of 
their Mercies received, with the greateſt ſpiritual 
Melody and Inlargement of Heart utter his Praiſe; 
but no ſuch Gifts being given, nor any ſuch Art 
required, we may ſafely conclude, it 1s not a 
{pel-Ordinance. 

Secondly, If Muſical ſinging with the Voice 
Goſpel-Ordinance.as they allert, then aſſuredly 
Songs of Praiſe recorded in the New Teſtam 
would have been written in Greek Verſe, as an 
ample for others to have followed them in t 
Language : But that it is otherwiſe, is manite 
ali that can read the Greek Teſtament. Moreoy 
It 15 not ſaid that thoſe that uttered thoſe Songs, 
it with a Muſical tunable Voice ; but only thatt 
ſpake after a ſolemn and audible manner tho 
Praiſes : As may be ſeen from the Song of the blel- 
ſed Virgin 2ary, to thoſe mention®d in the Revels- 
F10NS., 

Laſtly, Whereas they frequently ſay, that we 


admit or alloy of no ſin2ing Praiſe to, or prailng 
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of God in the Church, but what is in Prayer. 
We anſwer ; We are indeed for prailing of God' 
with our Supplications to him for Mercy : But if the 
Holy Spirit fills any that are qualified for the Ad- 
miniſtrations ofhis Houſe, with the Joy of the Lord, 
and ſo with the matter of Praiſe; ſuch may expreſs 
it (without mentioning any Petitions) with a ſo- 
lemn, chearful, audible Voice, as the Spirit of the 
Lord may give Utterance, either with or without 
2 tunable Voice, to the Glory of God,and Refreſh- 
| ing of others : Which is ſinging Praiſe in the New- 
Teſtament Language, whereunto they have not, 
nor can they prove,that according to.the Scripture- 
Diale& aforeſaid, a muſical tunable Voice is eſſen- 
tial, We ſhall now come to the ſecond Enquiry, 
which is as followeth. 

Qwer. 2. Whether ſinging the Praiſe of God in 
the Church of Chriſt, ought to be by a compoſed 
orm, by the whole Multitude afſembled, Profe{- 
rs with the Profane or Ignorant ; or the Church- 
mbers of all ſorts lifting up their Voices toge- 
rin Conſort ? | 
anſwer to this Queſtion, that we may the 
e diſtintly reſolve it, we ſhall divide it into 
eral Branches or Particulars, and ſpeak to them 
rally. Namely, 
ſt, We ſhall conſider whether ſinging the 
aiſe of God in the Church of Chriſt, may be 
rformed by a compoſed tinted Form ? 

Anſm. 1. In anſwer to which, we deſire it may 
be remembred, that the Inſtitutions left by our 
Lord Jeſus in the Goſpel, as they are very plain, ſo 
they are more Spiritual, and require more of the 
»pIrit than under the Law therefore we have a * 
more plentiful effuſion of the Spirit promiſed :- Ir 
being 
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being a State of more Grace, as well as of more 
Truth. Therefore our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
as he procured by his Death, ſo by his Reſurreti. 
on and Aſcenſion, he ſent his Holy Spirit unto ug, 
to fit us for the Worſhip of God, that we might 
have more intimate Converſe with him, in the Oh. 
ſervation of what he hath commanded, at.28.19, 

2. In the great Goſpel-Duties of Prayer and 
Praiſing God, he hath graciouſly promiſed the aſli- 
ſtance of the Holy Spirit, both what to pray for, 
as well as how we are to pray ; Rom. 8. 26. For we 
know not what to pray for as we ought ; but the Spirit it 
ſelf maketh Interceſſion for uw, Where we obſerve, 
that which reſpeCtts the manner and frame of Heart 
in Prayer, reſpects alſo the matter of Prayer. In- 
deed we are poor Worms, and know not how to 
order our Cauſe before him, unleſs we art aſſiſted 
both in Matter (in the time of Worſhip) as well a 
Manner. And as it is in Prayer, ſois it in Praiſes 
which Duty ought certainly to be as ſpiritually pe 
formed as Prayer; and we need as great aſliſtar 
of the Holy Spirit to Praiſe, as to Pray. Bu 
Goſpel-ſinging the Praiſe of God, be with a M 
cal Voice, and the Form before compoſed in Ve 
then we know what to praiſe God for : The My 
ſter, or ſome one, brings that Matter compoſec 
writing, or in print, in his Pocket; and then wi 
need will there be of the Spirit of God to help! 
what to pray for ? 

3. But if it be objefted, that we ought before- 
hand to conſider the Mercics we have received. 

We readily grant it ; and doaflirm, that allo 
in Prayer we ought to conlider our Wants, to bc3 
Supplies 3 and our Sins, to beg Pardon : But alſo in 
prcerting them before the Lord, we nced oy Aſli- 
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tance of the Spirit to order our very Requeſts be- 
fore him. And that 1t's the Experience of every 
Seryant of God, that in Prayer to God, and In 
Praiſes of God, their Hearts are inlarged in matter 
far beyond the Preparations of matter in either of 
thoſe Holy Exercites. This is one of the moſt 
pregnant Arguments uſed againſt ſtinted Forms of 
| Prayer, by thoſe Miniſters that ſo do; even that it 
/ ha tinting the Spirit of God in that:Duty ; as 
| alſo contrary to the bleſſed Deſign of the Lord 
Chriſt in his Aſcenſion, mentioned Eph. 4.3. And 
therefore we cannot ſee but it muſt neceſlarily fol- 
low, but that if a ſet-Form of Praiſes, cempoſed 
and brought into the Church in the pub.ick Wor- 
ſhip of Ged, is lawful, or as an Inſtitution appoin- 
ted by him ; then certainly a ſet-Form of Prayer 
ought to be provided alſo, as a part of the publick 
Vorſhip of God, for the Peoples Prayers. And 
rtainly, would they but ſeriouſly conſider their 
Mn Arguments that perſwade them to be againſt 
form Prayer,the ſame would confutc their No- 
ns againſt ſet-form Singing, it indeed they be 
wnſt ſet-form Prayer. For they that can ſo ve- 
ently plead in that. Book for reading Songs of 
fe, and for reading Sermons, and ca!} it Preach- 
2 in the Church ; why ſhould they not be fer 
ading Prayers there alſo ? eſpecially when their 
rguments for both are for the moſt part the very 
lame that others urge for ſet-form Prayer. As for 
what they moſt impertinently alledg for their Vin- 
dication in this Matter, from the Song, of /29ſes, 
and the Hymn mentioned Mat. 26. 30. with Col, 

3-16, they will be conſidered in their Cue place, 
Secona.y, \We hall enquire, whether for 2 mixed 
Multitacde, Profeſfors and Profine, Belicyers and 
Line 
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Unbelievers, to ſing in Conſort in the Church, be | 
an Ordinance of our Lord Jeſus, according to his | 
New-Teſtament-Inſtitution. 

1. We deſire it may be ſeriouſly conſidered that 
there is not the leaſt mention of it in the New Te. 
ſtament, by any Precept or Example, wherein we 
are directed in the Worſhip of God. Certainly if 
our Lord Jeſus was moſt faithful in the Houſe of | 
God, and if his Apoſtles did faithfully declare the . -! 
whole Counſel of God to the Churches, then they 
would not have failed to have declared this alſo: 
So that it is purely a Humane Invention, without 
any ſhadow of ground for it in the Scriptures before 
mentioned, which are the only Rule to guide us in 
the ſolemn inſtituted Worſhip of God in his 
Church. If this Arguments hold good againit the 
common Practice of Infants Sprinkling (called Bap 
tiſm) as undoubtedly it doth; then it doth alſo : 
evidently prove that this way of common Singin 
is a Tradition of Men, and not an Ordinance 
our Lord Jeſus. 

2. As there is not the leaſt mention of it, as afo 
ſaid, ſo it is diretly contrary ro what our Lec 
Jeſus hath plainly declared, both as to the Qu: 
cation of the Worſhippers,as well as to the mant 
of Worſhip in Goſpel-Times ; Joh. 4. 23. The 
IVor ſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and 
Truth, &c. Can the Unbelievers, the Ignorant 
and the Profane,thus worſhip the Father ? are they 
thus qualified ? or are they capable ſo todo? So 
that this Prattice of theirs is a plain Contradiction 
tothe Will of our Lord and Law-giver, in that 
Afair of Solemn Worſhip, which therefore ougit 
to be rejectcd by all the upright in Heart. 


3. Here- 
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;. Hereby there is an Opportunity given them 
to make, or to ſpeak a Lie before the Lord, to 
| rakehis Name invain, while they ſpeak that which 
they do not underſtand,and utter that as the frame 
of their Hearts which they do not receive in their 
Minds, nor can they know them, or truly affect 
them, while they remain in an unconverted Eſtate, 
becauſe they 5re ſpiritually diſcerned. Now to be 
acceſſary uato, or to promote ſuch a Tranſgreſſion 
i: the ſolemn Worſhip of God, which they una- 
voidably do who ſet up this common way of Sing- 
ing, is 2 PraCtice that cannot be juſtified. There 
is more to be added to ſhew the great Irrcgularity 
of this common Practice, which muſt be referred 

toits proper place. 

Obje&t. But they object, That we admit them to 
be preſent, and to join with their Hearts in our 
ublick Prayers, which is as much, or more than 
fring up their Voices in ſinging in the Church. 
Anſw.To which we reply ; Thar it is true we do 
nit them at the time of Prayer and Preaching to 
jreſent, and ſo we can and do to the SpeRa- 

and Hearers, when we partake of the Lord's 
per : not knowing by what means the Lord may 
k upon them, or give them Repentance unto | 
e. But that which is affirmed, that they join 
th us with their Hearts in Prayer, is no true Aſ- 
tion : They donot ſo join with us,becauſe they 
annot. For the Holy Spirit, who knows the 
earts of all Men, plainly tells us, that Perſons 
while Unbelievers and Unconverted cannot ſo do, 
as1s moſt evident from that Scripture, Rom. 10. 1 4. 


_ can they call on him, on whom they have not belie- 
ved 


Objects 


(32) 

Objeft. But they ſay, Some have beenconverteg 
by their Singing ; for Pſalms are full of Inſtrugi- 
On, Oc. 

Anſw.1. We grant that Pſalms are full of Admo- 
nition and Inſtruction : but we deny that the Myji. 
cal Tunes do inſtruct, but the Matter it ſelf that is 
ſung. And if it be Matter it 1{-1f that doth only in- 
{tru&t, as you would ſeem to acknowledg, then it 
Is not Muſick, but the Matter. 

2. Tho ſome ſhould be converted by their Muſi- | 
cal Singing, yet it cannot be a Rule to judg that | 
way of Singing to be an inſtituted Ordinance of 
Chriſt in the Church. Some we know have decla- 
red they have bcen converted by the hearing of 
Common Prayer 3 yet we ſuppoſe they will not 
therefore acknowledg that Common Prayer is .an 
inſtituted Ordinance of Chriſt. Alſo ſome have 
profeſſed that they have been converted by parta 
king of the Sacrament in the way of the Nation 
And thereupon, it is not many Years ſince ſever 
F.carned Men imployed their Wits In writing lax 
Treatiſes to prove it to be a converting Ordinar 
And theretore, that a!l without Exception ou 
to be admitred to it. But we do ſuppole it 15 
their Judgment, 

Objett, They again pretend they donot join vi 
Unbelievers, but Unbelievers with them, 1n ti 
Work. 

Anſiv. 1. Then by this poor Excuſe, if Unbel 
v=<rs will come and partake with them at the Lord' 
Supper, of the Bread and the Wine, they may 
permit them ſ» to do, and pretend that they do 
not join with Unbelievers in that Ordinance, but 
they with them : And fo quickly bring the World 


and th Church into One , that is, Chiilt and Be- 
[ 
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kilto haye Communion together, unto which this 
Praftice 4nd the Reaſon for it have a direft Ten- 
dency. | 
| > If they plead fer this Practice as lawful, as 
that which is a converting Ordinance, as thae 
which is warranted by the Word of God : Cers 
rainly they do more than permit; they do admit 
and call them to it. | | 

Objeft. But it js further and earneftly urged 
' that itisa natural Duty that all without exception 
are enjoined to do. | | | 

Anſw. 1. We grant that Worſhip was due to 
Gad by the Light of Nature: And fay forther, 
that Spiritual Worſhip was due from Man as his 
Creature, inaſmuch as God is a Spirit; but the 
outward Means of that Worſhip, what wonld be 
ceptable vnto God, was not known by the Lighe 
Nature. This was only known by poſitive Intti- 
tion, and depended not on the Law of Creation, 
zam in Innocency knew that Gad was tobe wor 
ped; yet by Nature he did not know by what 
ward ACts he was to pay this to his Creator : 
is depended on the Direction of God, as the 
efeign Lawgiver ſhould preſcribe. And there- 
we find the poſitive Inſtitution of the Tree of 
owledg of Good and Evil, &c. The Pillars 
Dn which the Worſhip of God ſtands, cannot 
> kriown but by Revelation. | | 
2, We ſay, that as God alone knows how, and 
by what means himſelf will be worſhipped ; fo it 
s not in the Power of Men or Angels to preſcribe 
Worſhip to his Creature 3 and that it is an jn- 
ktenchment upon his Soyeraignty for any ſo to do : 
po deing to obſerye whatſocyer he, and he only, 

commanded. | 
(S 3. It 
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3, It is evident that in all the inſtituted Worſhip 
that God hath preſcribed, ir is with all Plainnef& «+ 
both in Matter and Manner. And that God hath | 
always done, even in the firſt Inſtitution God gays | 
to Adam, not to eat of the forbidden Fruit : It was 
with that plainneſs and clearnels, that no ObjeQi- 
on could be made by him in his difobeying the | 
Command of God. Alſo in all the Tabernacle | 
and Temple-Worſhip, every particular direCion 
thereunto, to the very Pin inthe Tabernacle, was *' +» 
given to them, that they might not vary from, {( 
without Sin. And therefore the leaſt Addition or 
DetraCtion from it, was ſeverely puniſhed by God. 
And now it is much more p{ain under the Goſpel- 
Adminiſtration, tho more Spiritual. And the Wor- 
ſhippers that are admitted to perform or celebrate 
it in his Church, are required even in the outward 
part, both as to their Qualifications and Exerciſe 
to be more Spiritual than under the Law. 

4. Therefore tho the Obligation to worſhip 
natural, and that it is to be performed with 
higheſt Reverence and Aﬀection concreated wi 
Man: yet the whole of external Worſhip is poſiti 
and depends upon [!nſtitution. Nature 1s fik 
therein,otherwiſe than as it regulates, with reſpt 
to Conveniency and Decency, in common with 
ther ations, in matters of leſs mament than We 
ſhip, to wit, Marriage and Meats. Man was 
ated with an Inſtin(t for Nutrition and Procreati 
Ons but wzs direQed unto the means and manner 
of both by Inſtitution. So' in the preſent Caſe, 
that God is to be honoured and praiſed, is an it- 
nate Principke ; but the means how, or which way, [ 
or by whom it is to be manag'd in his. Church, 
depends only on his Soyeraign Will and 
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' Jedared in his Word :* Which that be will be 
| thus worſhipped by a mix'd Multitude lifting up 
| their Voices together in Muſical Singing, he hat 
| nowhere declared in his New Teſtament : and 
| therefore, the pretence of proving it from its be- 
| inga natural Worſhip, falls co the ground, haying 
not the leaſt weight in it to juſtify ſuch a 
| Prattice. 

1+ Ohj. Itis further argued by them, That ſes 
and the Children of 1ſrae!, that were a mixd 
Myltitude, ſung by a compoſed Form ; therefore 

we oughit to do {ſo now. | 
Arſw. 1. We deſire it may be ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered that this alledged of the Song of Moſes, 
belongs to the Old-Teſtament-Diſpenſation ; ug- 
which we now in Goſpel-times are not to have 
urſe to direct us in the poſitive Part of Wor- 
dz we mult therein hearken to the Son,and not 
ie Servant. We may as well argue (as many 
from the Children of 1/rael's, with their Oft- 
bg, being, as the Apoſtle ſaith, all baptized 
Moſes in the Cloud and in the Sea, for the 
iſm of Infants now ; and ſo in like manner 
Circumciſion : as to conclude from their 
ner of Singing to ſuch a manner now. 
» It is plain that it was an extraordinary Song 
an.extraordinary Occaſion, that we do not find 
5 enjoined to be ſung afterwards in their Ta- 
ernade or Temple-Workhip: Nor do we find that 
&r the whole Congregation were afterwards £0 
ling in Conſort, or with all their Voices together z 
mucn they cannot deny, Therefore if it were not 
admitted for a conſtant Practice then, nor any 
ſuch thing commanded by our Lord Jeſus fince 
O ks Gaſpel-Churches, ave may wonder with 
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what ſhadow of pretence they ſhould alledg it to \, 
juſtify ſuch a kind of Singing now. They haye | 
only this poor ſorry Evaſion concerning their not 
Singing afterwards ſo in conſort togethet, That 
the Levites, the Singers, lung together ; and there- 
fore all may now ſing together : which is a ſtrange 
way of fallacious Arguing, caſily to be ſeen and 
exploded by all. But contider, thoſe Levites, or 
Singers, had a poſitive Direction trom.the Lord 'y 
ſo to do. Let them pioduce ſuch a Command 
from the Lord Jeſus, cur Lord and Law-giver, 
for his Churches now, and the Controverſy will 
be ended. 

3. If the manner of ſinging the Song of Moſes 
be a Pattern for us now. then mult the Won 
ſing by themſelves with Muſick and Dancing, 
they did then, Exod. 15. 20, There cannot be 
leaſt reaſon given, but if one be admitted, ſo 
the other, if it be a direCting Example for 
Goſpel-times. 

4. Though it be ſaid Moſes ſang, and the 
dren of 1ſrael, yer it doth not neceſlarily 
that they all lifred up their Voices to 
is very improbable, if not impoſlible, for 6 
to ſing together 3 nor cou:d Copies of it be fi 
Iy diſperſed among them all to learn'it : b 
ther that there was ſome other way wh 
through the direction of the Lord, the Song 
manzg'd, wherein they might all join, though 
| all lift up their Voices at one time. But boweva | 
Ws... fuppeſing they did ſo, yer it ſignifies notbing It } | 
| the leaſt ro prove it a New-Teſtament-Ilaſtituuon- | | 
And it is an Argument fo manifeſtly weak = 
hy impertinent, that we may wonder it ſhould bs 
tre mention'd as a Proof to warrant thar Nees 
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but any Pretence ſhall FE the tyrn w hen Perſon 
' are refolv'd fora human Tradition, 
0 7 Thirdly; The next and laſt Branch of this gene. 
ral Enquiry to be conſidered,is, Whether it be en- 


X | joined by our Lord Jeſus as a Goſpel-Ordinance, 
it | forall the Members of a Church, both Men and 
O Women, to ſing a compoſed Form read to chem, 
þ by lifting vp their Voices together? 

d Anſw. 1. To this we ſay, That having already 
T | manifeſted that a compoſed Form of praying to, 
d't' or praiſing of God, doth not comport with that 
, Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit promiſed not only to 
> | affiſt us in our Preparation for ſach ſolemn Exer- 


| ciſes, but alſo to help us both as to Matter and 
Manner in the very time of that ſacred Work 
and therefore, to be rely'd upon and expeCted by 
ll that defire ſpiritually to worſhip him, accor- 
ng to the New-Teſtament-Direction and Diſ- 
ſation ; and therefore nor ſutable, but contrary 
beDeſign of our Lord in his Aſcenſion, ſpoken 
pb. 4. 8. Therefore we ſhall ſay no more to it 
but refer the Reader to what was before de- 
z neither can there be any true ſolid Reaſon 
, why if the Members of a Church of Chriſt 
have a compoſed Form of Praiſes written 
ead to them to ſing, why may they not have 
poſed Form of Prayer read to them alſo, for 
+298 (0 repeat oyer, as the manner of 
is 
2. All the Members may not lift up their Voi- 
together, becauſe the Women are expreſly 
torbidden to teach, or ſo to ſpeak in the Church : 
vinging being for Teaching, as hereafter will be 
declared. Neither doth the Holy Spirit except this 
exerciſe of Sioging with their Voices, as if they 
C3 Were 
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38) | 
were therein allowed : Had this Liberty been 
granted, or this as a Duty enjoyned them, there's | 
no cueſtion but the Apoſtles, who faithfully de- 5 
liver?d the whole Counſel of God, wonld have de. 
clared it ; and for any to make Exceptions where 
the Lord hath made none, 1s to be adding to his 
Word, or to be partial in his Law. 

* Ohj. But. they -alledg, to juſtify this PraQiice, 
that Airiam and Deborah ſung in the Congrega- 
tion. 

Anſw. 1. We deſire it may be remark'd how 
they are ſtill conſtrained to fly to Old-Teſtament- 
Inſtances, to juſtify their popular Way of Singing; 
they having not the lea ground for it in the New 
Teſtament. But herein, how manifeſtly do they | 
ſtrengthen the Hands of them thar are for Infants 
Baptiſm, who fecch their ſtrongeſt Argument 
from the Old-Teſtament-Inſtances and Prattic 
to prove it. Which way of Arguing, it it be 
lowed of, how ſoon will the Worſhip of God, 
cording to ihe Goſpel, be perverted or char 
from its Primitive Purity in all reſpects. 

2. It is plain, as hath been declared, Exod. 1 
that Afiriam ard the Women did not ſing wit 
Men : they ſung by themſelves with Timbre! 
Dancing. If that Example be authentick to j 
Womens Singing now, then it mult be by t 
ſelves with Muſick and Dancing ; which at 
they dare not plead for now to be yradtiſed. 
for Deborah, her Song was by an extraordinary] 
Ipiration; and it appears by the manner of he 
exprelling it, that ſhe ſpake it or ſung it alone; 
thongh Barach might join with her in Spirit : n- 
ther 35 there the leaſt Intimation in the Scripture 
that ſhe ſang in 'the Congregation. But on 
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pitiful irrational Argument is this , becauſe a Wo- 
wan, extraordinarily call'd and inſpir'd, uttered 
I or ſung a Song by that extraordinary Inſpiration, 
on an extraordinary occaſion ; therefore all the 
Women in a Church may ordinarily, though un- 
der no ſuch Inſpiration, . fing a compoſed Song of 
another's making, though they have no direction ' 
for it in the Word of the Lord, bfit are rather 

* © commanded and enjoined to be filent there. Surely 
' it is a bad Cauſe that cannot be ſupported or 
' _ . pleaded for, but by ſuch incoherent groundleſs 
Inferences as theſe, which they might be aſhamed 
| to publiſh. | 
| 3- We find, according to the Direction and 
' Commandment of our Lord and Lawegiver,a Pſalm 
is to be manag 'd after another manner in the 
Church of Chriſt. For in 1 Cor, 14. 26. where 
s mentioned plainly, with reference to the pub- 
k Worſhip of God in the Church ; it is moſt e- 
lent, by the Context from wer. 24, to 31. that 
E it is under the general Regulation of the 
t of Prophecy, and the Exerciſe thereof li- 
ed unto one, as farther appears from the 16th 
17th Verſes, without the leaſt intimation of 
being confined or reſtrained to any thing Mu- 
or in Meeter, in the Delivery of it. More- 
, It may be certainly concluded, that if ſing- 
s or nttering the Pſalm was to be by lifting up 
their Voices in Conſort,when the Apoſtle had by 
e command of the Lord, limited them to one at 
a time in their Exerciſes in the Chu... uy 1: would 
not have failed to have plainly told them, that the 
Palm was otherwiſe to be manag'd. 

Obj. But to this plain and undeniable Teſtimony 
| they earneſtly. plead that the Apoſtle ſpeaks there 
; OPropheſying, not of Singing. C4 Anſw. 
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Anſw. To which we anſwer z The Pſalm is there | 
plainly and evidently maniteſted, to belong to the 
Gift of Prophecy as much as the Doctrine or In- | 
terpretation, and is included in it. He propheſy'd 
thag uttered a P/alm, as much as he that declared 
the DoQrine or the Exhortation : Therefore it 
appears that ſinging or uttering the Pſalm, is 
plainly incltded in the Limitation of cne at a time, 
as well as the relt of th6ſe ſolemn Exerciſes; 
which Pſalm was from a ſpecial ſpiritual Gift, as |. 
myuch as any other there mention'd. For if the 
Pſalm (#foreſaid) might be one taken out of a 
Book, or out of the Old Teſtament ; why ſo might 
the Doric or Exhortation be nothing elſe buta |} 
reading ſomething out of a Book, or out of the | 
Scripture, there being plainly as much ground for 
rhe one as for the other ; which would be a ground 
leſs Imagination : Thereſore Mr. Burroughs Wi 
others of the Godly Learned, do own that 
Pſalm there {poken of, was by ſpecial Gift 
therefore, for any to imayine it to be any of 
vid's Plalms, is tO give up themſelves to any F 
or Suppoſition, ſo they may contradict the T 
which is ſo apparently manifeſted in that Po 
of the Scripture, becauſe they ate reſoly'd nc 
entertain It, 

Obj.Rut they again cavilingly objet,Cen thi 
proved by any other place of Scripture ? if not, 
they, 1t mult be rejected, 

Anſw. To wiich we reply > That. the Lord | 
nere picaſed to give a molt plain DireCtion how a 
Pſalm'is ro be brought forth or ſung in a Goſpel- 
Church, not by a compoſed Form, but by ſpecial 
. Gift, and not by the whole Aſſembly lifting up 
their Voices in conſort, but by ong who bath _ 
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ceived fuch a Gift. And this being 0 evidently 
declared, ſhould we not relt ſatished with it e 
Shall we queſtion the Truth of a Divine Oracle, 
| becauſe but ance mention*d, though it be never 
ſo plainly delivered ? Our Lord Jeſus is byt once 
called a Surety : Shall we therefore queſtion or 
deny the Truth of it, as the Socimans do ? Heb. 7, 
22, Surely on this Grourd, the Hebrews might 
have rejected the Apoſtle Proof of the Being and 
{. Excellency of the Prieltly Office of our Lord and 

© Saviour that he was a High-Prieſt after che Order 
| of Melchizedeck, becauſe it was but once mention d 
| in the Old Teſtament, P/ad. 1 10. 4. 
} Thus having (we hope) evidently proved that 
| the muſical tunable Singing of a compoſed Form 
| by a whole Aſſembly, with Voices in conſort, 1s 
\ no Ordinance of our Lord Jeſus ; We ſhall now 
examine the Scriptures they earneſtly urge to jultt» 
their Practice. 
9. 3. Whether thoſe Scriptures, Eph. 5. 19. 
«3-16, do command or juſtify that kind of 
Ring in the Church of Chriſt which they plead 
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n anſwer to this Enquiry, it being that on 
ich Mr. Keach and Mr. #/h:innel do bottom their 
ſlertion for the introducing the common and 
pular Way of Singing ioto the Baptized Chur- 
$3 We ſhall hrit premiſe ſome Conſiderations, 
bich we delire may be ſeriouſly pondered. - 
_ Foji;, That thoſe Scriptures (ſuppoling they 
intend a Direttion for publick Worſhip in the 
Church, which we do not grant, on the Reaſon 
hereafter to be mention'd) do plainly teſtify a- 
gainſt the admitting of the Profane, the lgnorants 
and the Unconyerted to ſing ia the ſolemn Aſ- 
ſembly 
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- Ing and Admonition to his Church, but ſuch as 
* are orderly added to it, and are qualified by the 


( 42 
ſembly of the Church of Chriſt; foraſmuch as | 
they are to be ſung for the: Feaching and Admo. 
nition of others. Did the Lord Jeſus ever appoint 
the lgnorant, Profane, or Unbelievers, to be Tea- 
chers in, or Admoniſhers of his Church, according 
to his New-Teſtament-Diſpenſation ? Can there 
be the leaſt ſhadow of Proof produced for it ? 
Certainly, as it was then told them in that Epiltle 
of Mr, Steed's, (which they pretend to anſwer) 
that he never appointed any to adminiſter Teach- 4 


| 


Gifts of the Holy Spirit, being ſolemnly allowed 
or orderly called fo ſuch an holy Exerciſe : this 
being ſuch a Truth which they could not, nor did 
they dare diretly to gainſay. How groſly do 
they endcavour to evade it, by ſaying that they are 
allowed to worſhip God (which is as muchas te 
ſay, to attend on the Worihip of God) intl 
Church ? Now we appeal to their own Conſcie 
ces, whether there be not a great difference t 
tween being at, or attending on it as them tt 
do worſhip God, and adminiſtring Teaching : 
Admonition to the Church ? Which if the fing 
of the Pſalms and Hymns, &«c. here mentic 
are for that end and uſe, as it's evident from the 
Scriptures they are ; then ſuch Perſons are plal 
ly excluded from any ſuch ſolemn Exerciſe in tt 
Church, if the meaning of it be for a Dire 
for the publick Worſhip of God in the Church, as 
they would inſfinuate. 

Moreover, that it plainly excludes ſuch from 
that kind of Singing in the Church, is moſt evi- 
dent ; inaſmuch as it is expreſly declared, that the 
Singing there ſpoken of, is to be brought jr 
| om 
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| from the Word dwelling richly in them, Col. 3. 16. 
and from being filPd with the- Spirit, Eph. 5. 19, 
| Now are Unbelievers, &c. capable of being ſo 
qualifid in any degree ? Indeed In their Way of 
Singing by a compos d Form, there needs no more 
than the .reading or hearing a Pſalm or Song 
read to them 3 and then they are ſuſhciently fur- 
niſh'd for it, be they never ſo iznorant, profane or 
unbelieving. In anſwer to which, they ſay they 
deteſt ſuch a Singing : But why then do they plead 
for the Singing of ſuch, before mention'd, who.can 
ſing no otherwiſe, but in a carnal formal Manner ? 
Can they in truth ſay, they deteſt that they allow 
and openly practiſe, and vehemently contend for ? 

Secondly, T heſe Scriptures, if they be as they 
ſay, to direCt the Church in its publick Worſhip, 
do alſo plainly exclade the Women from ſinging 
inthe Church : They arc expreſly forbidden to 
teach or admoniſh in the Church, but are cotn- 
janded. to be in filence 3 without any exception 
hat they may teach by Singing, bur not by an 
dinaty Speaking, as we have before declared. 
Thirdly; In like manner (if it be meant as. 9- 
wrefaid) thoſe Pſalms and Hymns, &c. there 
entiond, are not intended to direct the Chur- 
ies to ſing David's Pſalms, or any other Pſalms 
eorded in the Scriptures 3 for then certainly 'our 
Lord Jeſus would have cauſed them to have been 
travſlated into Greek Verſe, or Meeter, for the 
uſe of the Churches in thoſe times, and as a Pat- 
tern for time to come. But none ever did or can 
alext any ſuch thing ; neither is that Saying of 
theirs of any weight, whereby they would ſeemo 
prove that, becauſe the word Pſalnr, &c. is there 
mention d, . that it tiuſt needs be meant-of hr 
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ealled the Pſalms of David, &c. becauſe (ſay they) 
God. hath given us a Palm-Book but not a Prayer. | 
Book (an Expreſlion which they. have borrowed 
from others) 1a the Scriptures : For 1n that ſa- 
cred Book there be abundance of the Prayers of 
holy Men recorded, as well as their Songs; and | 
eſpecially, that our Lord Jeſus hath left as a Plar- 
torm in the manner of a Form of Prayer, uſually 
called by the name of the Lord's Prayer : There- 
fore if we may take their Songs, and read and ſing 
them in the Church, why may we not allo take '{ 
thoſe Prayers, (at leaſt ſuch as we may think molt 
ſucable to our preſent occaſion) and read them 
there for our Prayers in the Church ? Let them 
ibew, if they can, why there is not as much reaſon 
for the one as for the other. Moreover ; The 
Book of Pſalms, as they were ſung in the Olde 
Teftament-time, (for which ſcaſon they wereor-= 
dained) were a part of the Temple-Worthip. 
Now if that be our Rule for Muſical ſinging 
them now, as it mult be if they be thoſe P 
that be here commanded to be ſung Malically, as 
part of the New-Teſtament-Church*s publi 
Worſhip, then it muſt be our Rule in all part 
(which muſt be neceſf:rily included in this Co 
el, if the Meaning of ir be as they affirm) and 
ehcre mult be Inftraments of Muſick with Sin 
or Quriiters in the periormance of ir, except the) 
can prove that one part is aboliſhed, and the oft 
remains : For what God hath joined together, no Man 
way pit aſunder. 
_- Fowrthly; Ifit be for the publick Worſhip of the 
"Gich that4his Direction is given ;, then a5 1t was 
ailerted by Mr. Sr. in his Epiſtle, it mult not i el 
e 
z 


biting up of Voices in Conſort, becavſe th 
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Palms, &c. muſt be for teaching and admonition: 
therefore ſome are to teach, and fome to be taught 
by them that ling thoſe Pſalms, Bur if all ting, 
they are all Teacbers, and all Admonithers at one 
Time. Which is Confuſion in the Judgment of 
our Lord, 1 Cor. 14.33. Now what do they an- 
ſwer to this, which is ſo plainly declared in that 
Direction given for the ſinging or uttering a Pſalm 
'l) in the Publick Worſhip of the Church, as well as 
| the bringing forth of the Doctrine ? Verily 'no- 
thing,but either a plain Contradiction of the Judg- 
ment our Lord hath given us in this matter, ſaying, 
| tho it would be Confuſion in Preaching or Praying, 
yet it is not ſo in Singing : which is ſtill confidently 
to beg the Queſtion, to diftate and not to prove, 
fo ſet their Judgment, or the Opinion of Men, a- 
gainſt the Judgment of the All-wiſe God : Orelſe 
they fly to that Inſtance of Moſes his Song, Exod. 
5.1, which how impertinently it is alledged, to 
uide us now in the Times of the Goſpel, bath 
en already declared. | 
Secondly ; Having premiſed theſe Things : We 
ſwer poſitively (and we deſire ic may be ſeriouſly 
idered) that it appears plainly, that thole 
iptures; Eph. 5. 19. Cal. 3.16. tho they are 
ten as a.part of the Epiſtles that were dirccted - 
to particular Churches, yet they do not ſeem in 
any reſpect to refer to their Publick Church-Wor- 
fup, but to regulate their ordinary Chriſtian Cot- 
verſation, either ſolitary by themſelves, or in pri- 
Yate one % 2 another, as is manifeſt by compari 

or conſidering their feveral Contexts in bole 
Chapters, whereof theſe Verſes are a part, both 
as £0'what goes before and follows aſter. That 


ws Bail to the Epheſians ſtands directly op- 
k els. | We 
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Matter of their S5ng be fuch as tends to Edifica- 


| +, God privately, which ſhe ought not artempt@0: 
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' We donot oppoſe, or deny, but that ir may 
be lawful for a Chriſtian, or for ſeveral Chriſtians | 
in their private or civil Society, if their Hearts be 
chearful, and that they have $kill in Singing, and 
take pleaſure thercin, to ſolace themſelves there- 
with ; provided it be done decently, and that the 


tion, according to that of James 5. 13. So that 

from the whole it's moſt evident that thoſe Scrip- 
tures, in what Senſe ſoever they are taken, do not | 
1a the leaſt juſtify that manner ot Singing as a Go- 
tpcl-Orginarcce, to be utcd in the publick Worſhip 
of the Church, which they do ſo carneſtly contend 
for. But it is molt evident, that in 1 Cor, 14. 26. 
(before ſpoken to) doth clearly relate to the gui- 
ding of them in Publick Worſhip, in the ſolemn . 
Ailembly of the Church, which we ſhall not again 
infift on. 

Obj. But if any ſhall be ſo weak as to objeCt, ang 
ſay, If any ſuch kind of melodious Tcaching or Ac 
moniſhing may be lawfully uſed by Church-Men 
bers in their private Converſation, why may n 
allo be uſed in the publick Worſhip of the Churc 

Azxſw. We anſwer; Thoitbeuſed in a civil 
private Converſe, yet it ought not to be admitte 
in the Worſhip of God in the Church, without 
Command from the Lord Jeſus enjoining it to be 
ftarding Ordinance in his Church : For it 4s we 
known, that there be Ways of Teaching that are 
tawful, and ought to be practiſed in private, which 
would be very diſorderly & unlawfultobe jntfodu- 
cd into the publick Worfhip of God in the Church. 

As for inſtance, Priſcila a Woman, mayinſtrutt. 
Hollo a Preacher, more perfettly in the way i 
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in the Church, A. 18. 26, So the aged Women 


ought to inſtruft the younger Women, ' x 3 BH 

hut not in the Church. Moreover, Men and Wo- 
men may and ought to exhort and teach, to admo- 
niſh or comfort one another in private (as there is 
occaſion and opportunity) by way of mutual Con- 
ference, diſcourſing or talking one with ano- 
ther. But this Way of Teaching (in the Judg- 
| ment of all ſerious Perſons) 1s not to be admitted 
| inthe Churchof Chriſt ; becauſe it izno inſtituted 
. Ordinance of our Lord Jeſus for ſuch an Allembly, 
we having no Direction or Command from him 
then to practiſe it 3 and therefore cannot expect a 
Bleſſing in ſo doing at ſuch a time. 

Even ſo in the caſc of Singing, whatever may be 
lawful or allowed of in private, to be practiſed as 
aforeſaid; yet if it be brought into the Church, 
ithout a Warrant from our Lord Jeſus, to be 
d in ſuch an Aſſembly in ſuch a manner, it is 
awful, and not accepted by the Lord. Which 
ant 1s not contained in thoſe Scriptures, nor 
1y otherthat they have alledged for the Julti- 
ion of their common Way of Singing, as we 
already declared,and ſhall further (God aſfliſt- 
) make manifeſt. 


ed by them as Prece- 
+> may in this 
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artiples to conſirni that common way of Singing tg 
be af Ordinance of our Lord Jeſus, which they 
ſtrive to ſer up in the Churches ? | 

Anſw. In anſwer to this Enquiry, we ſhall begin 
with that Hymning of the Lord Chriſt with his 
Diſciples, 2fat. 26. 3o- upon which they lay great 
ſtre(s for their introducing of common ſet-torm 
Singing into the Churches. 

1. We ſay to ir, as it hath been aſſerted, That 
the Hymn, before mentioned, in the Judgnient of 'y 
many learned Men did belong to the Pallover, and 
not to the Lord's Supper ; ic being the matiner of 
the Jews to conclude the Paſlover with a Pſalm or 
Hymn. | Now if they would know who thoſe 
Learned Men are ; we anſwer, all the Learned Rab- 
bies of the Tews do allert it. See alſo Ainſworth's 
Notes, on Exod. 12.11. The Dutch alſoin their 
Exnvition, on 1zt. 26.30. ſy the Hymn was ay 
or did belong to the Paſlover : and that it was 
(14th Pſaln, and to forward : This maybe ſeen 
their Expoſition of the Bible: But to put it on 
doubt that there was Singing appointed and ufe 
the Paſſover ; it is recorded 1n- the Scripture, 
what is meritioned was practiſed in Hezch 
Time, 2 Chron. 30. 21. It is alſo plain that; 
Lord Jeſus and his- Diſciples bymned but 6 
Now if it was their Practice, by a Divine / 
pointmentx, to ling at the Paſfovyer, as by the'Serl 
rure before-mentioned is evident it was : Andif 
be alſo a Duty to ſing at the Lord's Supper, ther 
our Saviour would have ſung twice, once at the 
Pallover, and once at the Supper. But they hymn- 
ing but once, (if it were by Muſical Voices'in Con- 
fort) ſeems plainly to belong to the Palldyer : Afi# 
ſo is was done away withit. They wizk wore wh 
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of Reaſon tight argue for waſhing the Saints Feet 
352 ſtanding Duty, ſeeing it was praQtiſed at that 
time, Joh. 13. 5- with a more plain Injunction to 
it, which ſome of their Perſuaſion have prattiſed. 
| 2; Suppoſing it did belong to the Supper 
it is a queſtion, whether they Hymned melodiouſly 
with a muſtcal Voice or no : For It is manifeſt; 
that the Greek word there uſed, 1s not in its Signi- 
fication reſtrained to ſing with a melodious Voice, 
| but may be rendred to praiſe indefinitely, whether 
| with, or without, a tunable Voice; as it is to be 
ſeen in thoſe Authors that interpret Greek words : 
but they boaſtingly ſay, they can bring threeſcore 
to three, that ſay it ſignifies to ſing with a tunable 


can ſcarce produce any authentick Authors that ſay 
it only ſignifies to Sing or Praiſe with external Me- 
dy. And fo evident it was to Learned Mr. 
wles, (who we believe underſtood the Greek 
gue as well as Beza and others) that he doth 
Cit to Mr, Marlow in his printed Letter ro 
yea, ſo manifeſt it was to thoſe Learned Per- 
that formerly tranſlated the Bible into the 
iſh Tongue, that they rendred it to be giving 
5, or {aying Gracez as It is extent 1a their 
pllations, which are to be ſeen in the Library 
lon-Colledge ; who, for ought Mr. B. K. or Mr. 
, knows (tho they ſpeak undervaluingly of 
m) were as wiſe and as faithful as-our laſt 
I ranſlators ; tho they are pleaſed to revile their 
Tranſlation with the Epithets of 01d and Corrupr, 
« 3. Neither is .it manifeſt, if the Hymn were 
ung with a muſical Voice, whether it were in Con- 
fort, by lifting up their Voices together, or only 
attention on their pet miniſtring to m_ 
$ 


Voice. To which we anſwer, that we believe they - 


oF hs. 
50) | 
As in As 4.24. where it's {aid, They lifted up thei 
Voice with one accord, and ſaid, &c. though nonecan | 
or do ſuppoſe that they all ſpoke together, but one 
as the Mouth ot the rcit. 

To which they ſay,that many may be ſaid to pray | 
together, when one 1s their Mouth ; but not ſo in 
hymning or ſinging Praiſe to God : But what Rex- 
ſon do, or can they alledg for this their Aſertion? 
Why,nothing bur a common or gencralCuſtom with 
many. Surely they do but beg the Queſtion, while 
they only aſlert the contrary, and bring a Cuſtom 
for their proof. 1r is well known, that it is the 
Cuſtom of many Proteſtants, to pray by lifting up 
their Voices together : And they may with as good 
ground ſay, there is no Praying, by a Company to- 
gether, without it ; and bring their Cuſtom asa 
Proof of their Aſleriion ; and ſay, they do a 
nate any other way of Praying, to God togeth 
as theſe ſay, they do abominate any other way; 
ſinging Praiſe to God, as aforeſaid. What 
further ſay about what ſome aſhirm, not wit 
oreat probability, (as they are pleaſed to ex 
it) That they then ſung together the 24 P 
is ſo ſenſleſs an Afirmation, not having the 
ſhadow of Ground for it in that Scripture, n 
its Context, that it is but waſte time to inſiſt 
it : but any Pretence ſhall be taken up, thon 
ſo weak, (becauſe Proof is wanting) to juſt 
human Invention. 

Further ; Whereas they uſually make great 
of that Expreſſion, That he gave thanks, but they 
hymned, or (as our laſt Tranſlators render it) 
{ang an Hymn,to juſtify their Opinion, that 1t Wi 
done by lifting up their Voices together. To that 
Ialtance, it was anſwered, That it is moſt _ 
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that our Lord Jeſus at that time, did give Thanks, 
25 ſpeaking by himſelf, in the firſt Inſtitution of 
that Ordinance 3 as he ulually did before others, 
on ſeveral Occaſions, Marth, 11.25, Fob. 11, 4t. 
| oh, 17. throughout. But at the Concluſion, the 
Praiſe or Thanks might be ſpoken or expreſt in 
the plural Number, to teſtify the Refreſhment his 
Diſciples had with him art that ſpiritual Banquer, 
| tho but one might bz the Mouth of them all, to 


declare 1t. 

Now that it was uſual with our Lord Jeſus ſo to 
do, they could not deny ; but O how do they with 
Indignation cavil at it. 

Foſt, They fay it doth intimate as if the Diſci- 
ples did not, or were not admitted to join with our 
Locd in his giving of Thanks when he bleſſed the 
d : but what reaſon is there for tat Inference, 

affrightinz Concluſion that doth artend it ? 
ht not the Diſciples join in their Hearts fo, as 
ay as Pſal. 20.4. which is a prophetick Pſalmof 
Meſſiah ? 
condly, They cavil, that from hence it may be 
eſtion, Whether the Miniſter may be allowed 
we Thanks over the Bread, &c. or whether the 
bers of the Church may join with him ? 

o which we anfiver, That from hence they 

as well raiſe a cavilling Queſtion, Whether, 
auſe our Lord Jeſus expreit his Prayer in the 
ngular Number, when with Company, and eſpe- 
cially after his comforting Sermon to his Diſci- 
ples in their Preſence, Job. 17. it be allowed to the 
Miniſter when with the Church to pray, or for the 
Members to reckon they are allowed to join with 
him ? Which certainly, would be accounted a 


groundlels fained Scruple, a meer contentions Ca- 
as theirs is. D 2 Qur 
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Our bleſſed Saviour pray'd and gave Thanks. a | 
the great repreſenting Perſon and Head of his 
Church, and fo included all his Body in himſelf; 
being alſo the only prevailing Advocate with the 
Father. But we that are Members, are taught to 
Pray otherwiſe, when together, in the plural Num- 

r; aseſpecially appears by that holy Platform 
or DireCtion of Prayer he hath left with us. 

Thwaly, They ask, what reaſon can be given 
why the Hymn might at the concluſion be expret | 
in the plural Number, and not io in the beginning 
at the Bleſling of the Bread ? &c. 

We anſwer, The reaſon was plainly expreſt, 
becauſe it was the only Prerogative of our Lord to 
bleſs his own Inſtitution, eſpecially at the begin- 
ning and firſt appointing of it : But at the cons 
cluſion, his Diſciples more fully underſtanding t 
Grace and Love, exhibited and confirmed to th 
by it, might be in a bleſſed Capacity to join in 
Hymn, or giving of Thanks, as exprelt in 

lural Number. So that it ſtill remains 

tons, whether it were uttered with a m 
Voice, or whether, if ſo ſung, it were by lifti 
their Voices together z or whether by one, 
Voice of the reſt ; or whether it did belong t 
Paſſover, or to the Lord*s Supper. Thereto 
cannot but reckon it a very raſh Attempt t 
the Baſis or Foundation of a ncw [nftitution, 
on the Sands of ſuch palpable'or apparent Un 
tainties, ' Had our Lord Jeſus ſaid, Do thus 3n 1mF 
tation of me 3 as he ſaid, Do this in remembrance 
of me, in the Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, 1 
being an Ordinance, would not be queltioned : 
and then without doubt, it would have been aticn 
ded with as plain Directions, both as to the matte! 


and manger of its Exerciſe, 0} 
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| Ohj. Laſtly, Whereas they ſay that it is incon- 
| to ſay the Hymn may intend a general Rule 


ruous 
Dr giving of Thanks, yet to queſtion, whether ths 
Hymn be binding tO us. : 

Anſw. To which we ſay, it can be no.Incongru- 


ity to affirm, that. if by the Hymn be meant a com- 

poſed Song, read and ſung by all the Company, it 

1s not binding to us 3 it then plainly appears, to 
our Apprehenſion, on the Grounds formerly men- 
tion'd, to belong to the Pallover, and not to the 

Supper ; But if it mean only a giving of Thanks, 
- wherein one is the Mouth of the reſt, it may be 
only a general Rule for a DireCtion for the Chur- 
ches to follow in all ſuch Caſes. 

Finally, It appears to be a concluſive Argument 
to us, that the Hymn did not appertain to, or that 
it was no Adjunct to the Lord's Supper ; becauſe 

the Apoltle Par, 1 Cor. 11. 23, to the 26th, 
en he there declares, that what he received of 
Lord, touching that Adminiſtration, he deli- 
tothem, but makes no mention of the Hymn. 
. To this clear Inſtance, they have this Eva- 
rrather utter this moſt falſe Aſſertion againſt 
preſs Word of that Scripture z which is, that 
poltle leaves out another part of the Solem- 
3 he does not mention, (ſay they) that our 
our, when he took the Cup, gave Thanks, as 
as he doth not mention the Hymn, 

Anſw, To which we anſwer, That it is moſt e- 
ent and plain, that the Apoſtle doth mention 
that Solemnity about the Cup, as well as the other. 
It isa wonder to us, that they ſhould be ſo bold as 
to ſay he did not : For theſe are the words of that 
ScrIPture, v. 24. He took the Bread, and when he had 
given Thanks, be brake it, V. 2 5- After the ſawe max+- 
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ner alſo be took, the Cup. Now is not this a plain 
mentioning of giving of Thanks at the taking of 
the Cup as well as of the Bread, in the underſtan. 
ding of the meaneſt or weakeit amongſt Men ? 
How elſe could he ſay in truth, After the me 
manner alſo hc took the Cup ? That they ſhould 
dare to allert the contrary, rotwithſtarCing ſuch 
clear Evidence, delivered with ſuch Plainneſs, is 
Matter of great lamentation. 

' Obj. And whereas it may be objetcd, Thar prai- .|, 
ſing of God is not mention'd in that place no more 
than ſinging ; theretore n:ithcr 1s praiſing of God 
there required at the Conciuhon of that: Ordinance, 

Anſw, We anſwer, T hat every Mercy received 
by us from God, implyeth a Thanlkfuipeſs to him, 
as our Duty we owe to him from whom we have 
received it. Therefore the &poſtle Paz tells us, 
1 Tim. 4. 4. That cvery Creature of God ;x good, if 
be received with Thankjzivinzg, find weare co 
manded in every thizg rt give Thanks : The 
the greatcr tle MCTCy t> $0 17 we recoave from 
the more inlarged ous ht gar tlezrts to be in Pr 
and Thaukigiving 10 Gud from whoin wed 
Cceive it. Neither doth this imply. as they cavil, 
then it 1s I-ft. (o our Wiſdom to teach us In 
matter, lince v< are dir:ctcd by the Wiſdo 
God, what to dG in all ſuch caſcs 3 eſpecially, w 
he is pleaſcd to atjord to us, or to priyiledg us w 
{ſuch choice and ſingular Mercies, : 

Having thus (we hope plainly) made manife 
how littie that Hymning of our bleſſed Saviour 
with his Diſciples, either afiirms or confirms thelr 
popular way of Singing, we ſhall now (as the 
Lord ſhall enable us) examine that other Text of 
Scripture which is quoted as a Precedent for the. 

Ee Practice, 
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praftice, which is As 16. 25. The Text faith, 
Paul and Silas at Midnight pray'd, and ſung Praiſes to 
Gerd; and the Priſoners heard them. 

To which we ſay, 1, That we may take their 
Praying,and Praiſing to be one intire ſolemn Act, 
| though two parts of it be ſeverally noted; neither 
is there any Inconvenience in ſo underſtanding it z 
which ſeems the more likely for the Reaſons men= 
tion'd in the firſt Enquiry : Nor doth the Greek 
word tranſlated ( ſung Praiſes) reſtrain us from 
ſuch an Apprehenſ:on, but rather con{irm it. 

2. Suppoſe their ſinging of Praiſes were with a 
melodious Voice z how doth it appear, that they 
ſung in Conſort, lifting up their Voices together ? 
We may as well from the Text,ſuppoſe they pray*d 
in Conſort with their Voices : For the Scripture 
implies that the Priſoners heard both their Pray= 
$ and Praiſes, What they anſwer to this, is, that 
is the common Voice of Mankind, that many be 
to pray together when one is their Mouth : 
they cannot be ſaid to ſing Praiſes together, 
{ they lift up their Voices in Conſort ; which 
ll to beg the Queſtion, and to bring nothing 
proof but the common Vogue or Cuſtom 
chis moſt commonly greatly differing from the 
guage and Cuſtom of the holy Spirit, declared 
the New Teſtament. 

3. But ſuppoſe they did then expreſs the Joy of 
eir Hearts, by a melodious ſinging in Conſort 
ogether, what is that to the purpoſe to prove a 
ſtated Goſpel-Ordinance, a ſtanding Inſtitution 
of ſolemn Worſhip in the New-Teſtament-Church? 
Theuſe of civil or devout Singing is not denied, 
either ſingle or in conſort, to Perſons in their pri- 
"ate Converſation, as we ſaid before, cither to re- 
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freſh the tired Spirits of thoſe, who think them. 
ſelves refreſt?d thereby ; or to expreſs their in. 
ward Joy, who think it a proper Expedient : And 
the more religionlly it is performed, thebetter it ix, 
But if any Ferſon ſhall from thence preſume to 
bring it into the Church, without a Divine War. 
rant, they may be found intruding Tranſpref: 
ſors in the Day of the Lord. 

Thus having (we hope) evidently diſcovered 
the Weakneſs of the Foundation, upon which they + 
build their Practice of common and popular Sing- 
ing, and anſwered their chicf Objettions which 
they have made azainſt what was preſented in 
that Epiſtle, which they pretend ſoberly to anſwer, 
we ſhall only add ſome few Remarks upon ſome 
Paſſaves in that Book of theirs. 

Pag. 42. They ask this Queſtion, Why we do 
not anſwer what renowned Mr. Cotton, Dr. Robert 
Mr. Sydenham, Mr. Cary!, Mr. Wells, Mr. Jeſſe, 
Knowles, Mr. Keach, Dr. Wright, Mr. Whinnel, 
Mr.Ford have ſaid on this Subjz<t ? 

To which we anſwer ; That we deſire to 
fy our ſelves in the diſcharge of our Conſcien 
what we are convinced to be our Duty 3 and 
we own moſt of them in their Catalogue, t 
Men of renown, both for Parts and Godlineſs, 
what they write upon that Subject, doth no 
ſatisfy us, than what they write for the proo 
Infant-Baptiſm, doth ſatisfy them that ask thi 
Queſtion of us ? And what they have writ 1 
anſwer to them, doth as little ſatisfy them, 3s if 
they had not writ at all. : 

Further, We do not queſtion but in anſwering 
Mr. Xeach in this Treatiſe, we have ſpoken tothe | 
chef of their Arguments oa this SubjeCt ; he row. | 

yer 
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yery dextrons to take Gold or Droſs out of other 


. Mens Writings, and preſent them as his own : 
1 Neither have they any more ſpecious Pillars to up- 
| hold this common way of Singing than thoſe that 
) are pleaded for in this Treatiſe of theirs, which ws 


hare now anſwered. | 
But Laſtly, Wedo much wonder that Mr. Xeach 
and Mr. Whinnel, ſhould give themſelve: the Stile 
of being renowned ; they being the Authors of 
Þ that Book, in which they give this Engomium of 
their being Men of Renown : It is but their own O- 
pinion of themſelves, not (ir may be) of others 
that know them. However Modeſty would have 
cauſed them (if they had exerciſed any) to have 
forborn to have ſpread their own Praiſe. Bur 
ſurely Mr. Whinnel and Mr. K. forgot the Wiſe 
Man's Sayings, Prov, 25. 27. For Men to ſearch 
their own Glory, ts not Glory, And Prov. 27. 2. Let 
other Man praiſe thee, and not thine own Mouth. 
d elſewhere that ſame Wiſe Man tells us, Some 
n are wiſer in their own conceit, than ſeven Men that 
render a Reaſon. 
They again enquire, how we dare ſay that Sing- 
, of Pſalms with Voices is not of Divine Inſtt- 
ion * 
In anſwer to which, we ask them again, How 
ey dare to ſay, that Singing of Pſalms in Meeter, 
th a tunable Voice, by the whole Church, and a 
mixt Multitude, is of Divine Inſtitution, when not 
one Word of all they have written doth prove it ? 
It hath been already granted, that Singing of 
Pſalms in the Temple-Worſhip was of Divine In- 
ſtitution, 4nd we acknowledg that all the Sonzs 
and Plalms In the Old Teſtament, are the undoub- 
| ted unerring Word of God, and of excellent uſe ts 
all 
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all the Servants of God, profitable for Doarine 
and Conſolation ; wherein are contained many 
excellent Experiences of God's gracious dealing 
with his People, and many blelied Promiſes and 
Prophecies for the eſtabliſhment of rhe Church and 
Servants of God. But we ſay the Singing of thoſe 
Pſalms, as tney had reſpect to the Temple-Wor- 
ſhip, with their Muſica: Singing and in{truments, 
with the Perſons aſſigned for that kind of Exerciſe, 
are all atgn end. You will find 55 cf them diretted 
to the Maſter of Muſick,and 15 of them called each 
2 Song of Degrees, and molt of them directed to 
the Sons of Korah, And by the moſt Le-rned and 
Renowned Men of our Age; It 1s allerted that thoſe 
Ordinances being ended by the Coming of Chriſt, 
who was to de roy the City and the Sanftuary,and 
to cauſe the Sacrifice and Oblation to ceaſe : It re- 
mains now that the Word of Chriſt dwell richly im; 
ns, inall Wiſdom ; and that we be filled with the 
Spirit, ſpeaking t our ſelves, reaching and ad 
moniſhing one another-1in Pſalms, and Hymns at 
Spiritual Songs, &c. And if that m2aner of We 
ſhip, under the Law, 1s ceaſed, as 1s afhrmed 
the Learned and Pious thar it is, then can It not 
in the manner of that Adminiſtration in any 
ſpect, unleſs you will ſay that the Type andtl 
Anti-Type are all one. But if the Goſpel be tl 
Anti-Type of thoſe T'ypes, then we muſt conclude 
that as they were outward in their Melody and Mu- 
fick, ſo the Melody now under the Goſpel mult be 
inward or ſpiritual : That is, the joyful Voice, 
ſignifying the Melody and Joy of our Hearts to God, 
expreſſed in Praiſing and Thankſgiving to God, 
who hath revealed more of his Grace by Jeſus 
Chriſt, That he who # 4 Spirit, may be pegs oy 
: pre 
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Spirit and in Truth, As Learned Dr. Owen ſaith, in 
his Expoſition on Heb. 2. 13. before cited. 

And whereas they ſay, that they utterly deny 
that Prayer is lower ſort of Worſhip than Sing- 
ing. Weanſwer, That if they mean Singing in 
their Senſe, we agree with them 5 but if in the 
Senſe of the Scripture, we do affirm, that Praiſes, 
which are the matter of a Song, 1s a Duty of a 
higher Natore than Prayer. For, (1.) The prat- 
ſing of God is that Dury which Saints and Angels 
will be employed in for ever ; but Prayer ceaſeth. 
On this account it is, that the Apoſtle tells us that 
Charity 15 the greateſt, becauſe it always abideth, 
1 Cer, 13, (2.) Praiſe ts giving toGod the Glory 
of his Mercy received'; but Prayer 1s the begging 
from God the Mercies he hath promiſed, and which 
we ſtand in need of : But we ſhall not follow them 
Lin all their Miſtakes and Imperrtinencies. 

They alſo tell us they are againſt the compoſing, 
ing and impoſing ſet-Forms of Prayer. But 
ould they but make known the Reaſons, why 
y are againſt ſet-Forms of Prayer, no doubt but 
y would have anſwered themſclves, in all they 

d ſubſtantially alledg for their ſet-Form Sing= 
&,. and have ſaved us the labour. But it 1s a 
deſtion whether it be ſo or no ? For this we find, 
nzt thoſe very Arguments, thoſe very ſcornful 
Refleftions that thoſe that are for ſet-Form Prayer 
douſe againſt them that are oppoſite to that for- 
mal Will- Worſhip, do theſe uſe to them that are 
againſt their ſet-Form Singing,or Praiſing of God. 
As for inftance, Do the one call in Scorn, Praying 
by a Spiritual Gift, ex tempore Praying, in a con- 
fuſed Manner? fo do theſe to the like purpoſe, 
?p6:1k of praiſing or ſinging Praiſe to God without: 
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a ſet-Form,- Pag. 39. In the like manner, as the 
one ſay, If you pray by the Spirit, your Prayer 
would be of equal Authority to Canonical Scrip- 
tore; ſodo theſe concerning ſinging Praiſe with. | 
out a ſet-Form, Pag. 36. Do the one ſay in deri” {| 
fron, that thoſe that are againſt ſer-Form Prayer, 
are Enthuſtaſts, or ſetters up of Enthuſiaſm 3; & do 
theſe in their pretended ſober Reply ſay againſt 
thoſe that deny their fet-Form Singing,Pag.57, 6c, 
We hear that one whoſe Heart and Mind (we be. { 
lieve) as well as Name, is to that Book of theirs, 
hath aſſerted.that Enthuſiaſm came in with the Do- 
Etrine of Believers Baptiſm, whereby he would 
make our Lord Jeſus the Author and Promoter of 
it, that Doctrine of Baptiſm aforeſaid being origi- 
nally from his Command and Practice. It were 
eaſy to anſwer to all theſe Cavils and Scorns caſt 
upon us ; but we ſhall forbear at preſent, becauſe 
we would firſt know from them (ſeeing they ſa 
they are reſolved to anſwer, and ſo'to hold on thi 
Controverſy) what they have to ſay to wipe 06 
theſe Slurs caſt upon their manner of Praying, a 
yet that they may be deſervedly caſt upon th 
that are for praiſing or ſinging Praiſe by the ſa 
Spirit, aſliſting in the ſame manner as he doth 
Prayer. But by theſe things, the Baptized Church 
may behold what that Spirit is that would 1ntr 
duce this common Singing among them that hath 
been ſo long rejeCted by them ; even the ſame that 
hath brought in, and maintain'd all that carnal 
Worſhip, which by the Anti-chriſtian Apaſtacy, 
hath filld the World to this Day. And Iereby 
they may ſee whereto it would lead them, even 
back to lick up the old Vomit; which will be 


the more pernicious to them than others, bows 
they 
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they have been (through Grace) fartherdelivered 
from it thaſt*many others : and therefore their 
turning back; will be the more grievous and provo- 
king to the SPirit of the Lord : though our graci- 
ous Lord is pleaſed to deal very gently with his 
People in all their Weaknelles or Miſtakes, while a 
perverſe Spirit is not found among them. Where- 
fore we declare, We have no diſguſt againſt, nor 
would we mainiain any Diſtance or Difierence 
% with thoſe Brethren, whoſe Apprehenſions may 
not be the ſame with ours in this matter about 
Singing 3 who carry It not only pioully, but peace- 
ably in their Stations, and among the Churches. 
| , Some of whoſe Names are ſet to the Recommen- 
dation of this Book (which we in the Subſtance of 
it, have endeavoured to anſwer) tho without their 
Knowledg or Conſent. For we believe they are 
fo ſober and righteous, that whatever their Opi- 
lon might be of the Argument, they would never 
ve {ct their Names to ſuch a univerſal Appro- 
Ion, without a faithful Witneſs «gainſt thoſe 
ninable and lamentable extravagant falſe Ac» 
ations, Refleftions and Slanders, contain'd in it. 
for Mr. Whinnel, whoſe miſguided Zeal may 
miſled him with ſome Miſinformings, to re- 
upon us without cauſe, as he hath : He being 
Perſon of a very courteous and obliging Conver- 
ation, we hope he will for time to come, if not 
detter, conſider his Arguments for that common 
ſet-form Singing, which he doth endeavour to 
pane: yet, at leaſt, forbear ſuch cauſleſs Re- 

10nsS againſt thoſe that do in Judgment and 
Conſcience diſſent from him in that matter. 

As for Mr. each, + who hath been the chief Ins 

KTUMEDE tO raiſe up this Controyerly, which may 
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Baptized Churches, we heartily deſire he may for * 
_ time to come labour after the things which make © 


- With any Baptized Church as we know of.” 


. which were firſt gathered, that they were of Op 


| {atrney to which they have declared. in their 
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more Contention than Edification inthe © 


for Peace. We know, and he himſelf alfo, how - 
long be hath maintained a Wall of Partition be 
tween him and the reſt of the*Baptized Churches, - 
allowing no Church-Communion but ſuch ag can 
agree with him in his Opinion and Practice of - 
Laying on of Hands upon the Members of the * 
Church, both Men and Women, which Practice we 
find no where commanded by our Lord Jeſus, nor . 
his Apoſtles ; yet we have not made it a Bone of 
Contention between him and us, neither concerned 
our ſelves for many Years, to make any publick 
Conteſt about it ; but to ſay no more of that mat- 
ter, only what relates to the Book | it felf. 
1. Whereas 13 the Title of it,it's recommended by 
divers Eldersand Miniſters of Baptized Chugclie 
mentioning the Names of ſeveral ; ſome of tha 
afirmthey never ſct their Hands to it, ſaying,/W 
know not how their Hands came there ; and'Q 
the Epiſtleit ſelf, to which their Names aref 
never ſaw until they ſaw It printed. And wh 
ia the Title it's farther ſaid, it is recommends 
divers Elders and Miniſters of the Bapthine! Chr 
ches, we know that ſome of them are not:Miniff et 
nor Elders,nor ſo much as Members in Com NIC 
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2. He hath very unjuſtly charged the Ct rch 


Ron, and did unanimouſly declare, that for 4&9 
. Tel-Minifter to have a Yearly Allowance, Was 
+ Human Invention, and Antichriſtian : whereas 


of. Faith, printed by theny ſoot ae 


 "Þ5 dey ame together;as may more at large be Teen/in 
/ the farmer part of our Anſwer; qnd-it may farther 


"0* what their PraCticeawas lnthoſe Times; by, 
Fi brinted Book, cnticuled; The Life and Death, 
of Mr, Havſerd Knowlls, written in hi#Life-timg 
with tis own Hand: wherein he bath left this. F, 
timony, p4g-232.4+ that be was Paſtor to a Chareh ' _ 
I io the/car 1645,and he received from the Church 
* aways according to their Ability, molt of” the v 
' Members being poor.» What Man fearing God, * *_ 
| and ddiring to preſervethe Truth he himſelf pro» © © 
A. - Efech durſiaffm ſo falſe a thing ? And what uſe © 
may b: made of it, by ſuch as aro glegguruny Op-. 4 
rtunity to ſpeak -Evil of the Ways of God, we 
eave-to the Conſideration of all. Men. FU; 5 
Finally ; We -earneſtly intreat: the Baptized 
-Churches, their Elders, | Miniſters/2nd Members, 
to-Qnolider what hath been faid concerning this 
Fon about Singing ; and that they would yat 
ay.of chem raſhly'or haſtily, upon any plauſible 
etences, . be perſwaded to £ that Way of 


;d on matur Deliberation, from the Light 
wded, - reject tgether with ſet-form Prayer. 
ihe Lord gran! that we all may be preſſingat- - 
&-more-Purity bch- in the Form and Spirit of - 
Joly-Worſhip ;_ ot decliving to any thing prod of 


iot-of Divine Inftution. In the mean ti 
Szring one with atther in Love, wherei ma 
4x _ . - : AD nwe pe y 
FE beot differing- Agrehenſions in thoſe or. 
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4 ters that re offlower Concernment, not be- 
PF.  Ugdclirous of vain{lory, provoking onganothers 
F _ #uiying and carne labouring every one of us, « 


17 © maintain Peace afHolinels in our Souls, in.our ," 
Wes, and in thChurches of our Lord Jeſus, £5 
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wfect in every good Wark to-do bis Will,.. 
ir you that which i well-pleaſing his froks, rag 


2 Chriſt: 'to whom (be 48 for arr. 


er.” Amen, We ſubſcribe our ſelyes, You +; 
-Brecheen inthe Faith anUFellowſhip ofthe Goſpel; 
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endtd, 1n a Serious Reply to Ms. B. Keach's Book; calle 
The Eu Repaired in God's Worſh Wirtbly, » Shale. phe =_ ji"! 
1d. Spiritual Songs, yroved tobe #n Holy Ordinance of Jefie Bhs 

” LS Book, entiruled, Prt.imite; 
fng God, vocally ſung by all the Church togther, prog 
On With a Poſtſcripr in Anſwt Tons me 

Fo oe, Publiſhed: by M. Zoſeph if 
ai Apptadix,” or abrief Anſwerito | 

of the Eff Sigh, by T. 4 Dy. Par er 
an Anſwer to a brief Diſcourſe concerung nging, by H 
untois added a brief Narative of theiſe, Occafian 
ment of che preſent Controverſy of iging, bers 
Mr, B. K, with ſome ReflcRions on Book, calked# Truth; 
tea or Mr. Keach's Sober Appeal anſfed. "Wh -rein al | 
-&c. aredetcacd, under rhemds _— 
© HarzolQurehes: By Iſaac Marlow Price Bound v0 
\. There isalſo publiſhed a Book, 
; in io Parts. - 
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